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O D, who at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners, ſbake in 
eines paſt unto the Fathers by 
be Propbets, hath in theſe 
laſt days ſpoken unto us by bis Son, whom be 
hath appointed Heir of all things, by whom 
alſo he made the worlds; Fwy being the bright- 
neſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his Perſon, upholding all things by 
the 574 of his power, when be had by him- 
ſelf forge our fins, ſat down on the right 
band of the majeſly on high ;—— far above all 
principality and power, and might and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
come : And hath put all things under bis 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things 
to the church, which is his body, the Js 

of him, who Alb all in all. _ 
o 


INTRODUCTION. 


How trifling, how inſignificant muſt. all 
the pretenſions of Rome be in aſſuming 
that jurisdiction they are no ways quali- 
fied to fulfil? If Chriſt the inviſible Head 
fills all in all, what occaſion can there be 
for any other“? et Ca 

The Apoſtle Paul gives us a very diſ- 
tin& account of this affair, in the Officers 
of Chriſt's Church, mentioned Epheſ. 

iv. 11. And be gave ſome Apoſtles, and 
ſome Prophets, and ſeme Evangeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtors. and Teacheri, for the per- 
fedling of the. ſaints, for the. work of tbe 

| | miniſtry, 


The Authority aſſumed by the 2 of Rome is not 
only without foundation in the word of God, but it is un- 
ſuitable to the capacity of man. Had a viſible head been 
neceſſary to the wiſe. regulation of the chriſtian church, 
we have no reaſon to doubt our kind Redeemer would 
have in an explicite manner pointed out the perſon or per- 
ſons, and not left his body without ſuch an agent of di- 
rection and government for ſeveral centuries, and that in 

its infant ſtate.” The remarkable conteſt betwixt the biſhop 
of Conſtantinople and the biſhop of Rome, in the beginning 
of the ſeyenth century, makes it evident that the biſhop of 
Rome then uſurped no ſuch claim; ſo far from it, that he 
condemns the aſſuming the title of Chriſt's vicar, or pre- 

. tending to any ſuperiority, or being ſtiled univerſal biſhop. 

He exclaims againſt it as a name of blaſphemy, and com- 
pares it to the attempt of Lucifer to ſet himſelf above his 
ſellow-angels ; nay he proceeds to aſſert, that the aſſuming 
that ſwelling title, was a certain ſign that antichriſt the 
fon of pride was at hand ; ſo far was the biſhop of Rome 
then from claiming any ſuperiority, that he condemns it 
as a vile proceeding in any other, Dupin's Fecleſiaſtical 

Hiſiory,. of the beginning of the ſeventh century, p. 64. 
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minifiry, for the edifying of the body of 


Gi till we all come in the unity of t 
faith; and tbe ' knowledge of the, Son . of 
Gad, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
of "the ſtature of the fullneſs of Chriſt. In 
this apoſtolic account, you will readily ob- 
ſerve a difference. Some had an extraordi- 
nary commiſſion and were adorned with ex- 
traordinary gifts, ſuch as working of mira- 
cles, ſpeaking in different languages the won- 
e works of God: Qualifications well 
ſuited to the firſt ages of the church, when 
the Kingdom of the Meſſiah was to be 
erected in oppoſition to the inveterate pre- 
judice of the Jews, and the inſolent vio- 
lence of the Gentzles. 

Thus the great head of the church fur- 
niſhes 3 it, with Apoſtles, and Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts, well adapted to ſpread the 
everlaſting Goſpel through the nations, 
Our bleſſed Lord ſtill manifeſts his care 
by giving his Churches ordinary, or com- 
mon Paſtors and Teachers, who in ſucceſ- 
ſion might carry on the deſigns of his grace, 


that the number of his choſen people 


might be brought into his fold, and they 
might be fed with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, with ſound doctrine and the bread 
of life, whereby they might be nouriſhed 
to life eternal. 


As 
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As one great part of the Paſtoral Office 
conſiſts in faithfully inſtructing thoſe 
who are committed to their care, in the 
pure and uncorrupted- doctrines of God's 
word; I would now deſire, that you, Sir, 
who are called to that office in this church, 
would in the preſence of God and before 
this Aſſembly give a plain and ſummary 
account of your faith in the ſeveral articles 
of ſcripture docttine, that with more ſatiſ- 
faction other churches may maintain com- 
munion with this. 


Here Mr. Porter delivered a Confeſſion of 
his Faith,” which is herewith publiſhed. 


One of the Church was deſited to give 
ſome account of the Steps taken in the 
call given our Brother to the paſtoral 


office. 
Which was done by one of the Deacons. 


It 
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It was alſo defired, our dear Brother 
would acquaint us with the attention and 

regard he hath paid to what ſeemed to 
him the plain call of (God. 


P To this Mr. Porter gave a diſtinf# An- 
5 | 


With great ſatisfaction have we obſerved 
the regular ſteps, which the Church hath 
taken in the call given to our Brother 
to the paſtoral office. 

I muſt defire the Church to recognize 
their call by the Brethren holding up their 
hands. 


hich was accordingly done. 


And Mr. Villiam Porter, I muſt deſire 
you would teſtify;your acceptance of the 
Call you have received 


Which was accordingly done. 
You 
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Lou have here witneſſed a good confeſ- 
fion before many witneſſes: And now may 
the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shep- 
herd of the ſheep, through the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant ; make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, work- 
ing in you that which is well ' pleaſing in 
his fight, through Jefus Chriſt, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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. of FAITH. 


sit has pleaſed the Loxp 
in his allwiſe Providence, to 

* call me, the leaſt of all Saints 
and the unworthieſt of his 
SE Servants, 70 preach the unſearch- 
able Riches of Chriſt; 1 deſire to lay out 
my Talents, Strength, and Time for his 
Glory, and the Good of precious, and im- 
mortal Souls. And as by the Direction of 
the ſame unerring Hand, I am now called 
to miniſter in holy Things in this Church 
of CRISTH; I would therefore with all 
Humility and Reverence on this ſolemn 
Occaſion, make an open Declaration of 
what I humbly apprehend to be the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and which in a 
Dependence on that Strength which is made 
perfect in Weakne 7 | leſion to make the 
Subject Matter of my future Miniſtrations, 


I. As the Being of a God is the Foun- The Be- 
dation of all Religion, I believe, that there 8 


is one only the living and true Gon, poſ- 
B 2 ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of all poſſible Perfection, a glorious, 
pure and incomprehenſible Spirit, ſelf ex- 
ſtent, eternal, immenſe, immutable, al- 
mighty, omniſcient, independent, infinitely 
holy, juſt and good, in whom, and through 
whom, and to whom are all Ti hings 1 who is 

Gop and there is none elſe, who is the 

 . Lok and there is none beſides him, 

Scriptures. II. T-BEL1EVE, that the Scriptures are 

> the Word of Gop; that they come from 
him, and that his Prophets and. Apoſtles, 
being inſpired by him, did reveal them, as 
his Mind and BY to Men for their Salva- 
tion ; that they are profitable for Dotirine, 
for Reproof, for CorreBlion and Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs. 

Trinity, III. I BELIIxvx, that in the Unity of 
the Godhead there are three Perſons, Gop 
the Father, Gop the Son, and Gop the 

Holy Ghoſt ; that the Father is of none, 

neither begotten, nor proceeding, that the 

Son is eternally begotten of the Father, and 

the Holy Ghoſt eternally proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, but that theſe 
three are one ; (a) There are three that bear 
Record in PO A the. Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are-one : 
the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power 

: and Glory. 

Decrees. IV. I BELIEve, that Gop from all 
pier, according to the Counſel of his 


029 1 John v. 7. 


Own 


4 Confeſſion of Faru. 


own Will, and for the Exaltation of his 


 Slorious Attributes, \ hath fore-ordained 
whatſoever comes to paſs ; yet ſo, that he 
is not the Author of Sin, nor is any Vio- 


lence offered to the Will of the Creature; 


and though Gop certainly knows whatſo- 
ever does, or can come to paſs on all ſup- 
ſed Conditions, yet we are not to con- 
ceive, that the Purpoſes of his Will depend 
* his Foreknowledge in theſe Caſes. 
) Being predeſtinated according to the 
Purpoſe of him, who worketh all Things 129 
ter the Counſel of his own Will. 
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V. I BELIEVE, that Gop out of his great Creation. 


Goodneſs, for his Pleaſure and Glory, did 
create the World, and a!l Things that are 
therein, viſtble and inviſible; that he created 


them in fix Days, and on the ſeventh reſted 


from all his Works, which when he had 
finiſhed, he pronounced to be all very good. 
(c) All Things were made by bim, and with- 


out him was not any thing made that was 
made. 


VI. FARTHER, I firmly believe the prori. 
moſt wiſe, and holy Providence of the great dence. 


Creator; that this his Providence extends 
to all his Creatures, and all their Actions, 
for be upholds all Things by the Word of bis 
Power. (d) And be 2 according to bis 
Wil, in the Army of Heaven, 2 among 
tbe 

(5) Epheſ. i. 11. (c) John i. 3. (0 Dan. iv. 35. 


* 


A Confeſſion of Fair. 
the Inhabitants of the Earth. (e) The 
Eyes of the Lord run to and fro through 
the whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in 
the Behalf of them, whoſe Heart is perfect 
toward him. 

VII. As to the Works of his Hands, 
the principal Creatures of his glorious 
Power, were Angels and Men: As to 7he 
Angels, I believe ſome of them kept not 
their firſt State, but roſe up in rebellion 
againſt God their Creator and Sovereign ; 


wherefore he deprived. them of the Ho- 


nours and Happineſs of the upper World, 
caſt them from Heaven into the loweſt 
Hell, and there (/) He hath reſerved them 
in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, to the 
Judgment of the great Day: but the ret, 
even the elect Angels, remain his glorious 
Attendants, for ever ready and attentive to 
obey his holy Commands, happy in the 
continual Praiſes of him, who fits on the 
Throne, and the Lamb for ever. 

VIII. A LITTLE lower than this glo- 
rious Order was Man created; after the 
Image of Gop created he him, in Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs, with Dominion over 
the Creatures. I believe, that Gop created 
our firſt Parents perfectly upright, capable 
of ſtanding in their own Righteouſneſs, 


and by their own Power; they being en- 
dued 


(e) 2 Chron. xvi. . Y Jude 6. 


A Confeſſion. of Farrn. 
dued with rational and immortal Souls, 


and having the Law of Gop written in 
their Hearts. 


IX. In this their holy and happy Con- pan. 


dition, I believe, it pleaſed the holy and 
righteous Gop, to appoint a poſitive Teſt 
of their Obedience, in forbidding them to 
eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 


and Evil upon Pain of Death: but that 


our firſt Parents, did, contrary to the 
Command of their Creator, eat of the 
Fruit of this Tree, being tempted by Sa- 
tan, the Adverſary of Souls, and thereby 
apoſtatized from Gop, forfeited his Fa- 
vour, and expoſed themſelves and their 
Poſterity to everlaſting Ruin. 


X. For I believe, that our firſt Parentg,. 


Adam was the federal Head of his Poſte- 
rity, the Repreſentative of all Mankind 
deſcending from him by ordinary Genera- 
tion; and that if he had ſtood in his In- 
tegrity, we ſhould have ſtood with him : 
but as he ſinned, we alſo fell with him in 
his firſt Tranſgreſſion; ſo that all the world 
are become guilty before God, and are 
rendered liable to the Miſeries of this 
Life, the Pains of Death, and the Tor- 
ments of Hell for ever. (g) Wherefore 
as by one Man, Sin entered into the World, 
and Death by Sin; and ſo Death has paſſed 
upon all Men, for that all have — : 


0 Romans v. 12. 


> toe —— 
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Depravity. XI. I BELIEvE, that our Perſons are not 
, only 'guilty, but our Natures depraved, 
* and unclean through the Fall; that our 
Hearts are deceitſful above all Things and 
deſperately wicked, that our minds and Con- 
ſerentes are defiled, that we are ſpiritually 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, having no Hope, 

and without GOD in the World. 
Election. XII. I BEIIEVx, that Gop from all Eter- 
nity foreſeeing Man's Rebellion againſt 
him, had Thoughts of Peace towards 
ſome of his apoſtate Creatures; and there- 
fore merely out of the Riches of his ſo- 
vereign Grace and diſtinguiſhing Love, 
and not from a Foreſight of any Good in 
them, did elect a particular Number to 
Holineſs here, and Happineſs hereafter. 
(+) According as he bath choſen us in bim, 
before the Foundation of the World, that we 
Should be holy, and without Blame before bim 
in Love. ( 7 ) Who hath ſaved us, and called 
as with an boly Calling, not according to 
our Works, but according to his own Pur- 
poſe and Grace which was given us in Corift, 

| before the World began. 

Mediator. XIII. I BELIEvE, that Gop from all 
Eternity, choſe and ordained IxEsus 
CuR Is his only begotten Son, to be the 
Mediator between Gop and Men; to whom 
he gave a peculiar Seed to be juſtified, and 
fanCtified, and made meet for the Inheri- 
tance 


(4) Epheſ. i. 4. (i) 2 Tim. i. 9. 


A Confeſſion of Falrn. 


God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſe- 
ouſneſs, and San#ification, and Redemption. 


tance of the Saints in Light. (4) 7/ho of 
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XIV. I BELI1Eve alſo, that in the Fulneſs Incarna- 


of Time Jxsus Cn KIs, the ſecond Perſon in tion. 


the ſacred Trinity, very and eternal Gop, 
did take on bim the human nature, and 
came into the World to fulfil the Work of 


Redemption ; that he was conceived by - 


the Power of the HoLy GnosT, in the 
Womb of the Virgin Mary, born of her 
and yet without Sin; ſo that two diſtinct 
Natures, the GopytAaD and the Manhood 
are inſeparably united together in one Per- 
ſon; which Perſon is very Gop and very 


Man, yet one CHR1sT, who is the one. 


and only Mediator between Gop and Men, 
the Man CHRIST JEsvus. 


XV. I BELIieve alſo, that this Jesus Life. 


CHRIST is the true Mess1an, in whom 
the Prophecies are fulfilled, and the Types 
and Shadows of the Law perfectly anſwered; 
that while on Earth he was boly, harm- 
leſs, undefiled and ſeparate from Sinners, and 
was a perfect Example of finleſs Obedi- 
ence; that after a Liſe of unwearied Di- 
ligence in doing the Will of his heavenly 
Father, (a Life of many Troubles, as he 
was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 


Ore ) by the determinate Counſel of Gop, Death. 


C he 
(k) 1 Cor. i. 3a. 


—_— A Confeſſion of F aitu. 
he was at laſt brought as a Lamb to the 
Slaughter, that he was condemned as a 
Malefactor by Jews and Gentiles, and ſuf- 
fered an ignominious Death on the ac- 
curſed Tree: And farther, being dead, by 
a real Separation of the Soul — Body, I 
believe he remained three Days in the 
ſtate of the Dead, though he ſaw no Cor- 
Reſurrec- ruption; on the third Day thereſore (1) he 
tion. aroſe: from the Grave, —— burſt the 
Bands of Death aſunder, it being impaſſi- 
ble he ſhould be bolden of it: (m) Know- 
ing that Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, 
dieth no more, Death hath no more Domi- 
nion over him: He was delivered for our 
Offences, and was raiſed again for our 
Aſcenſion. Tuſtification : That he in the ſame Body in 
which he aroſe from the Dead, aſcended 
up into Heaven, and there fits at the right 
Hand of the Majeſty on high, with his 
Father and our Father, his Gop and our 
Gop, \ continually interceding for his Peo- 
ple, and exerciſing his royal Authority on 
their Behalf. 
Atone- - XVI. I BEL1eve, that the Loxp Ixsos 
ment. CHRISHTH by his perfect Obedience ta the 
| Will of his heavenly Father, and by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf, hath fully, by this 
his active and paſſive Obedience, ſatrsfied 
divine Juſtice, and made Reconciliation 
for 


(1) As ii. 24. (n) Romans vi, . 


| A Confeſſion of FA1TH. 

for his choſen People; and by his Death 
hath purchafed for them the heavenly In- 
heritance. (n) Whom God hath ſer forth 
to be a Propitiation through . Faith in his 
' Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the 
Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, through the 
Forbearance of GO D. (0) For by one O 
fering be hath perfected for ever them that are 
fantiified. There is none other name given 
under Heaven among Men, whereby we can 
be ſaved, but the Name of Chriſt ; for be is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life, and no 
Man cometh to the Father but by him. 
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XVII. IBELIE VE, that CHRIST 1s a true Offices. 


Propbet, in that he has revealed to us the 
Will of Gop for our Salvation. 50 
For Moſes truly ſaid, a Prophet ſball the 


LORD your GOD raiſe up unto you of 


your Brethren, hke unto me, him ſhall ye 
bear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay 
unto you. He is alſo our great High Prieft, 
who has entered once for all, with his own 
Blood into the holy Place, having by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf put away Sin. (9) 


For the Blood of FESUS CHRIST bis 


Son cleanſeth us from all Sin : (r) He being 
a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchi- 
fedec. He is likewiſe @ King, who, by 
his Power, ſubdues his People to himſelf, 


C 2 rules 


(z) Rom. iii. 25. (o) Heb. x. 14. (% Ads iii. 22. 
e 2) 1 John i. 7. (r) Hebrews v. 6. 


A Confeſſion of Fal rn. 
rules over them, and defends them from all 
their Enemies. (s) Yet have 1 ſet my 
King upon my boly bill of Zion. 

XVIII. I BELIEve in the Hol Guosr, 
who. proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
and is very Gop ; whoſe bleſſed Work and 
Office it is, according to the Economy of 


. our Salvation, ſavingly to apply the Bene- 


fits of Redemption to our Souls, and to 
work in them all thoſe Graces, which are 


neceſſary to fit us for a Life of Holineſs 


EfeAual / 
Calling. 


here, and of Happineſs hereafter. (f) He 
Jon glorify me, for he ſhall receive of mine, 


and ſhew it unto you, 

XIX. I BELIiEve, that thoſe whom 
Gop has elected, he doth in his own due 
Time call by his Grace, out of a State of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, and 


from the Power of Sin and Satan to the 


living Gop, effectually drawing them to 
himſelf by his Word and SpIRIT; yet 


ſo as they come moſt freely, they being by 


this Grace made truly willing in the Day 
of his Power. (u) Whom he did predęſti- 
nate them he 'alſo called, and whom he called, 
them be alſo juſtified. 


XX. ACCORDINGLY I believe, that ole 


2 ham Gop effectually calls, he 22 iſies by 


the Righteouſneſs of IESus Cn RIST, they 
being enabled by the Influences of the Spi- 


ir. 
00 Pſalm 1 © 60 John xvi. 14. (7) Rom. viii. 30. 
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Rr, to truſt in him, and receive his 
Righteouſneſs by Faith, which is hereupon 


imputed to them, ſo that their Sins are par- 
doned, their Perſons are accepted, they be- 

ing freed from all the Demands of the Law 
and Juſtice ; and all this, not for any Thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but 
for CHRIsT's Sake alone. (x) Being ju/ti- 
ed freely by bis Grace, through the Redemp- 
tion that's is in CHRIST. (5) For be bath 
made bim to be Sin for us, who knew no 
Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſ- 
neſs of GOD in him. 


* 
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XXI. FarTureRr I believe, that thoſe Adoption. 


whom God juſtifies, he adopts into his Fa- 
mily, and gives them a Right to all the Pri- 
vileges of his Sons. (3) Having predeſti- 
nated us unto the Adoption of Children by 
FESUS CHRIST to himſelf, accord- 
ing to the good Pleaſure of his Will. (a) 
As many as received him, to them gave 
be Power to become the Sons of GOD, 
even to them that believe on his Name. 


XXII. IBEIIEvx alſo, that thoſe whom Regenera- 


Gop effectually calls, he regenerates, and 


this divine Perſon dwelling in them, re- 
news their whole Nature, frees them 
from the Reign of Sin, and enables them 

| | to 


(x) Rom. iii. 24. (y) 2 Cor. v. 21. 
=) Epheſ. i. 5. (a) John i. 12. 


tion _ 


fanttifies by the Influences of his SpIRIT * i 
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Perfeve- 


Worſhip. 


A Confeſſion of Falru. 
to die to it, and to perfect Holineſs in the 
Fear of the LoxD; that ſo they may be 
made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, of which his divine Preſence 
and Grace are the fure and happy Seal and 
Earneſt. (5) And ſuch were ſome of you, 
. but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſan#tified, — 


ye are juſtified, in the Name of the LORD 


FESUS, and by the nnr 
GOD. 

XXIII. I BEIIE VE, that thoſe whom 
Gop calls and ſanctifies by his SpIRIT, 
ſhall never finally fall away from Grace, 
but perſevere to the End, and be eternally 
ſaved. (c) For whom he juſtifies, them be 
alſo glorifies. Who are kept by the Power of 
GOD, through Faith to Salvation. Re- 
cerving the End of your Faith, the Salva- 
tion of your Souls. 

XXIV. 1 BEL1Eve, that religious Worſhip 
is to be given to Gop the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, the one Gop, and to him 
alone; and that Chriſtians ought to aſſemble 
together on the Lord's Day, or Chriſtian 
Sabbath, to celebrate the ſtated and public 
Ordinances of CHRIST according to the 


| Goſpel Inſtitution, in Expectation of his 


gracious Promiſe, viz. (a) Where two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, 
there am I in the midſt of them, 

. 


(5) 1 Cor. vi. 11. (e) 1 Pet. i. 5, 9. (4) Mat. xviii. 20. 


A. Cmfeſun of Farrn. 


XXV. I B+ LIEVx, that among ſuch Churches. 


worſhipping Aſſemblies, all that are real 
Saints ought to embody into a viſible 
Church State, in the Name and by the 
Authority of the Logp Jesus CHRi1sT ; 
and that when they are thus embodied 
together, all neceſſary Power and Autho- 
rity is inveſted with them as real Churches, 
accordipg to the New Teſtament Inſtitu- 
tion ; that they have a Right to partake of 
all Goſpel Ordinances, to exerciſe all the 


Diſcipline of a Church of CurisT within 


themſelves, and to chooſe and ſet apart 
ſuch Paſtors and Teachers, and other Offi- 
cers among them, as ſhall be neceſſary 
for their ſpiritual Edification and Comfort, 
agreeable to the Appointment and Order 
of the Goſpel, And farther, I believe, 
ever ſince the Apoſtles, (whoſe extraordina 
Commiſſion and Work ceaſed with them,) 
the SPiRIT of Gop has raiſed up Paſtors, 
and Teachers in the Church, whom he 
qualifies with ſuitable Gifts and Meaſures 
of his Grace for the Work of the Miniſtry. 
which, through his Bleſſing, is the ſtated 
and effectual Means of the Conviction 
and Converſion of Sinners, and of build- 
ing up the Churches in their moſt holy 
Faith, to the end of the World. 
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XXVII. I BEL1Eve, that all Saints be- Comma. 


ing united to CnRIST their Head, by his nion. 


SPIRIT 


— - 


A cunfeſtm of Fara, 


' Syi1T and Faith, have Fellne/s7p With 


him, in his Sufferings, Death and Reſur- 


tection; and alſo with one another, as they 


have all one Lok , one Faith, one Baptiſm ; 
the ſame glorious [Realities in View, and 
are diſtinct Members of one and the ſame 
myſtical Body. (e) Truly our Fellowſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son J ES Us 
CHRIST. For we being many, are one 


Bread and one Body, for we are all Par- 


takers of that one Bread. 
XXVII. BELIEve, that Baptiſm and the 
LoxD's Supper, are the only Sacraments 
inftituted by CuRIsTH under the Goſpel : 
That Baptiſm is a Seal of the Covenant 4 
Grace, wherein Gop has promiſed, 
be à Gop to his People and to their Seed 
after them ; for which Reaſon the Infants 
of Believers are to be baptized with Wa- 
ter, as a Sign of a ſpiritual Engrafture 


into CuRrTSsT, and a Repreſentation of a 


Soul's being internally waſhed by the 
Baptiſm of the HoLy GHosT, and as a 
Teſtimony of our "FI" in God's holy 
Covenant. 

XXVIII. I BEeL1tve alſo, that in the 


- fame Night in which Jesus was betrayed, 


he took Bread and Wine; which he con- 
ſecrated to the ſacred Uſe of commemo- 


rating his SUITE, and Death for our Re- 


demption 
(e) 1 John i. 3. 


A Confeſſon of Fartu. 
demption, and that Believers are frequently 
to take of this Bread and Wine, the Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of CHRIS r, 
as. a ſtated Goſpel Ordinance, for. their 
Growth in Grace, for the ſpiritual Nou- 
riſhment of their Souls, and for the making 
them meet for the Enjoyment of Gop in 
in the heavenly World ; and doing this in 
Remembrance of the Lox p, they ſhew forth 
his Death till be come. 


XXIX. I BELIiEve the Immortality of Future 
the Soul and a future State of Rewards State. 


and Puniſhments; that when believers, be- 
ing enabled to ſerve the Lord, have done 
their Generation Work, their Souls, being 
made perfect in Holineſs, ſhall immediately 
enjoy the Preſence of their Gop in the 
higheſt Heaven: On the other Hand, the 
Souls of the wicked, having filled up the 
meaſure of their Sins, ſhall go down to 
that awful Place, where the Worm dies not, 
and the Fire is not quenched. 


XXX. In Connection with this, I be- Refurrec- 
lieve, in the laſt Day there will be 4 Re- don. 


ſurrection of the Bodies, both of the juſt 


and unjuſt; that all Nations, Tongues and Iaſt judg- 
People ſhall be gathered before the great ment. 


Tribunal to give an Account of the Deeds 
done in the Body whether good or evil; 
that then being ſeparated by CHRIST, who 
ſhall judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
he will fay to thoſe on his right Hand, 

2 | D Come 


* 


A Confeſſion of Farrn, | 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you, from the Foun- 
dation of the World ; but to thoſe on his left 
Hand, Depart from me ye curſed into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels; each of which Sentences will be 
immediately put into Execution, Theſe ſhall 
go away into everlaſiing Puniſhment, but 
the righteous into Life eternal. 
THEst glorious Truths I deſire to ex- 
perience the benefit and ppt of, more 
and more in my own Soul, as well as to 
preach them to others : And may I never 
ſhun to declare the whole Counſel of Gop. 
Wherefore as it has pleaſed the Loxp in 
his Providence, to call me to this ſacred, 
and awful, yet honourable Work among 
you, my Cbriſtian Friends; I earneſtly in- 
treat your Prayers for me, that I may not 
preach to others, and myſelf become a 
Caſt-away ; but that I may go forth in the 
Strength of the Loxp, making mention 
of his Righteouſneſs, and that only, ſo 
that my own and my Hearer's Salvation 
may redound in the End, to the Praiſe of 
his glorious Grace. | | 
Nov therefore to Gop the Father, Gop 
the Son, and Gop the Holy Ghoſt, three 
divine Perſons, but the ſame incomprehen- 
ſible JEvouan, be equal Honours, and 
united Praiſes, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Work aſſign'd me in this Day's So- 
lemnity, is to addreſs you, my Chriſtian 
Friends of this Church and Congrega- 
tion, in relation to your ſtated Duties 
towards CHRIST, towards one another, 
and towards Him, who hath now en- 
gaged in the paſtoral Office over you, 
and miniſterial Work among you. Ac- 
cordingly I ſhall refer you, on this Oc- 
caſion, to thoſe affecting Words of the 
Apoſtle Paul, 


1 THatss. iii. 8. 


For now we live, if ye ſtand faſt 


in the Lord. 


SSESSHREE Things put a Luſtre upon 
# TS the miniſterial Office, and are in- 
$$$ deed eſſential to any Eminency in 
that ſacred Profeſſion ; viz. Skill, Labor, 
and Love. The great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles was eminent for them all: By a plen- 


tiful Effuſion of the Holy Spirit in Gifts, 
and Graces, he was render d exceeding 


Feilſul in his Work : And as his Talents 


Were 


30 | The SERMON. 
were great, his Labors were extraordinary; 
for he was continually on the Foot, in his 
Lord and Maſter's Service, that he might 
ſpread the Savor of his Knowledge in 
every Place, A Work in itſelf full of 
Labor, and Toil; how much more ſo, 
® when attended with little elſe but Oppo- 
= fition and Outrage, both from Earth and FF 
Hell! He was environ'd with Afflictions, |, 
'd to the moſt imminent Dangers, | 
and Diſtreſſes; yet amidſt them all, he 
 ebtain'd Mercy to be faithful, he maintain'd 
the painful Conflict, and perſever'd in his 
' toilfome Courſe : And ſuch was his ſacred 
Zeal for the Church's Proſperity, that it 
ſuperſeded all Anxiety for himſelf. The 
Apoſtle had lately received good Tidings 
concerning theſe Thefſaloniens, both as to 
their Faith, and Charity, Ver. 6. And 
therefore his Heart was exceedingly knit 
to them in Chriſtian Love, Our Context 
has in it every Expreſſion of the warmeſt 
Affection, and the moſt tender Concern 
for their real Good: And in the Text 
itſelf, he expreſſes the peculiar Pleafure, 
and Satisfaction he took, in being inform'd 
of their Proſperity ; he lets them know 
that the good Tidings received had given 
him, and his Fellow. Labourers in the Goſ- 
pel, freſh Life, freſh Spirits, freſh Courage, 
and Reſolution in their Work, which he 
N 


„ 


. - 
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beautifully heightens, by inſinuating to 
them, that he looked upon their ſpiritual 


Welfare to be abſolutely inſeparable from 


his own. Now we live, fince ye ſtand faſt 
in the Lord. The Subſtance of theſe 
Words may be expreſſed in the following 
Propoſitions. 

1. Tur Hearts, and Lives of faithful 
Miniſters are, in a ſort, bound up in the 
Proſperity of the Church of Gop. 

2. THE true Proſperity of Goſpel 


Churches, and of the Saints as Indi- 


viduals, conſiſts in their ſtanding faſt in 
the Loxp. Therefore, 

3. BELIEVERS are under the moſt power- 
ful Obligations, to take all poſſible Heed to 
a Stedfaſtneſs in their Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
 CuR1sTIAN Stedfaſtneſs is the Duty in- 
culcated in the Text; the Duty, which I 


would attempt a little to explain, and im- 


prove upon this Occaſion. And give me 
Leave, my Chriſtian Friends, to give Vent 
to ſomething of that ſpiritual Affection, 
and Zeal for your Proſperity, which our 
Apoſtle diſcovers an Heart ſo full of to- 
wards this Goſpel Church at Theſſalonica: 
And excuſe me if I ſhould take the Free- 
dom, of touching upon a few Particulars, 


not ſo uſually introduced into Diſcourſes | 


of this Nature. 


Turkr 
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Turxx are three Things I would pro- 


e to your ſerious Attention, which muſt 
our preſent Enquiries. | 


I. IrRoros to enquire a little into the 
Nature of the Goſpel Duty before us: 
Or, what it is for the Chriſtian to 
Land faſt in the LORD. 

II. ExqQuire, what this extenſive, and 
weighty Duty of ſtanding faſt in the 
| Lorp may have a ſpecial Reference to, 
by an Induttion of fome Particulars. 

III. Exquizz into ſome of thoſe power- 
ful Obligations,, with which this im- 
portant Duty ſtands inforced. 


I. Ou firſt Buſineſs is, to enquire into 
the Nature of the Goſpel Duty before us; 
and this is, to fand faft in the Log. 

1. Tye Believer's Duty, and great 
&« Concern is (mew Foes) to Rand foh, i. e. to be 


« firm, ſteady, and uniform, in his Chri- 


e ſtian Profeſiton, in Oppoſition to a fluc- 


* tuating, wavering, and changeable Spi- 


«© xit, and Conduct; and this amidſt all 


«< Inticements, and Perſuaſions, or all Dif- 
<« ficulties, Diſcouragements, and temporal 
<« Diſadvantages, to the contrary.” The 
ſame Duty is frequently preſſed (and the 
fame Word uſed) in other Places of the 
New Teſtament, thus, (a) Watch ye, ſtand 


faſt 


Ca) 1 Cor, xvi. 13. 


The S ERM ON. 
a; in the Faith, at the. Man, be lrong. 
Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty, where 
22 Chrift hath made us free, and be not 
entangled 0 8 wirh the Yoke of Bondage. 
{e) Only Jet your Converſation be as it be- 
cometh 7he Gifeel of of Chrift ; ' that whether 1 
com and je ſee you, or e ; 7 be abſent, I nay 
2 of your 2 t ye fland faſt in 
os pie with one Mind, firiving together 
fer the Faith of the Goſpel. 
TRE real Endian is a Man for another 
Worlds he is on his Journey to the pro- 
miſed Canaan, and is ſteadily to purſue his 
Courſe, to take good heed that he is not 
turned afide from his Way, or retarded 
and hinder'd in it. He is ſeeking 4 City 
that hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
Maker is GOD, ſuch Foundations as Gop's 
eternal Purpoſe, and abſolute Promiſe ; the 
Foundations of the Redeemer's propitiatory 
Sacrifice, and prevalent Interceflion ; the 
Foundations of the Loxp the SpiRIT's 
effectual Operations, and heart-animating 
Diſcoveries : His Faith has credited and 
embraced theſe Things, and is built upon 
them; wherefore he is to fand faſt in oy | 
Faith, and not make Shipwreck. of it, 
many others do. 
_ Aecain, He is 4 Freeman, a Denizen of 
My (d LY ati which ts * _ - 
E u 


5 Gal. v. 1. fte) Phil l. 2 27, | 4) Gal. i IV. 26, 


* 
> 


* 


to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Cbriſt 


The SE RMO N. 


full Right, and Title to all it's ſacred Pri- 


and Immunities: He is therefore 


has made him free, to prize his Ptivileges, 
and to uſe them; not carelefsly neglect 
them, or ſinfully give them up to the 
Artifices of thoſe who lie in wait to ſeduce 
and deceive, leſt by this Means, (e) being 
led away with the Error of the Wicked, he 


fall in the End, from bis own Stedfaſtneſi; 


for, the ripe Fruit of Error is Apoſtacy, 

_ FaRTHEeR, The Chriſtian is the ſpiritual 
Soldier ; his Life is a Warfare; Sin, the 
World, and the Powers of Darkneſs are 
all in League againſt him; his Buſineſs is 
to ſtand to his Arms, to keep within Rank 
and File, to maintain his Ground, and 


perpetuate the Conflict, ſo long as there is 


an Enemy in the Field; or, rather, till the 
great Captain of his Salvation graciouſly 
calls him off, to exchange Wearineſs and 
Warfare for endleſs Reſt and Peace. Thus 
the Believer's Duty is o hand faſt, 

2. Ir is not meerly to ſtand faſt, but 
to land faſt in the LORD. A Paſſage of 
Scripture exactly parallel is Pbil. iv. L. 
Therefore, my Brethren, dearly beloved and 
longed for, my Joy and Crown, ſo fland faſt 


in tbe Lord. And anſwerable hereto is 


Col. ii. 6. As ye have received CHRIST 
e) 2 Pet. iii. 17, 2 


wie SERMON. 

| FESUS the LORD, ſo walk ye in him. 
This is Language purely ſcriptural. Chri- 
ſtian Ethics are grounded upon Principles 
which natural Religion is an entire Stranger 
to. The Maraliſt may ſtand his Ground, ſo 
long. as natural Strength, natural Courage, 
and Fortitude ſupport him in the Conflict, 
and no longer; for when theſe fail him, 
the Principles on which he acts are ex- 
bauſted, and he faints and ſinks of Courſe : 
But the Goſpel- Believer ſtands his Ground, 
tho' all theſe fail him, becauſe the Prin- 
ciple on which he acts, never does, and 
never will fail. ( He it firong in the 
LORD, and in the Power of bis Might. 
(s) And in the LORD TEHOFAH is 
everlaſting Strength. (h) He is /t Os, 
the Grace that is in CHRIST 2 
and (i) his Grace is ſuſſicient Jun, it is 
made perfect in Weakneſs. What the Mo- 
raliſt is, he is from bimſelf; what the Chri- 
{tian is, he is from another : In the Lord, 
not in himſelf, he hath both. Righteouſneſs, 
and Strength. Faith derives all its Sup- 
plies from () Him, in whom it bath plea 
the Father, all Fulneſs ſhould diuell. 
Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Hope, the 
Breaſtplate of Righteouſneſs, the Sword of 
the — are all given out to us * 
E 2 ie 


Eph. Ifa. xxvi. Z) 2Ti 5 
* 1 Cor wy Mt * 70 C * 


* 


The S ER WON. 
his ſpiritual Armory, A Irne and genuine 
Faith: in Cnzier is the grand moving 
Spring af all the Chriſtian's Hopes; and 
of all his Actions:  ({} {em orucified with 
CHRIST: - Nevertheleſs Ilie; yet not 
1, but CHRIST: hivelh i in me. And.the Life 
whith.d now Jive 6 in 32:3 ur by the 
Faith of #be.$SON of GO who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me, This is all-My- 
ſtety, and Jargon to the Wiſe and Prudent, 
i. e. to the Wiſe abd Prudent in their own 
Eyes; fer »the World: by in Wiſdom knnws 
not GO ; and therefore the preaching of 
the ths Gol or the Goſpel Method of a Sin- 
Saliatior + will ſtill be, as it was at 
elt, rwe Fews a Stumbling- black, and 
10 th Graeli Fadlsoneſs :. er, ſo long 
35 there arc any call d by Grace, be they 
Fews or Greets, to them it will be, CHRIST 
the Power 'of G O D, and the Wiſdom. of 
GQADx!: $0 long as there is a Saint on the 
Tags: it will be his Duty, and his Intereſt, 
nd al in tbe LORD. 
e Day of ſtanding faſt in the Lozy, 
18 of very large Extent ; reſpeQing the In- 
tereſt, che Spirit, the Strength, the Au- 
thority, and the Glory, of Cuklsr Jxs us 
dur Lond. We axe to be ſtedfaſt in our 
Adherence to his Cauſe and Intereſt, to 
his wa e and Ordinances; to 


20 . - aks 
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ankdie-Confciatitbot acting in his Spirit, 
and by his Name, and Authority ; to aim 
in all T hings we do, or ſuffer, at promoting 
bis Honor and Glory not our _ 
advancing his blefſed Name, and Kit 
dom in the World; not ſecking 2 
Things, but the Things of —＋ CnRisr, 


for (n) to us 10 live ould be CHRIST, 


and 10 die mill le our aſſured Gain. Such 
is the Nature of this Goſpel Duty; and 
each of theſe Particulars deſerve Enlarge 
ment; but I Haſten to mts main ROY 
which 3 wo." * 


II. To enquire, bt this 88 a 
weighty Duty of ſtanding faſt in the Lox, 
may be underſtood 'as having 4 ſpecial Re- 
ference unto, by an Induttion of ſome Par- 
ticulars ; and here I ſhall" confine my 
Thoughts to the four following. 


the everlaſting Goſpel. 
2. To the Autbority 


of Chrif, in the 
Order and Diſcipline 0 


bis Houſe. 


To the ſeveral ut es of their Church 
Ret 


on. 
4. To thar ſtated Chriftion Walk, a 
2 W * moſt holy ; Pro- 


1. Our 
N . 214 


1 N 


1. Tur Duty of a Church's Stedfaſtneſs, 
has ſpecial -Reference fa the Dae, of 
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The SERMON. 


1. Ou Chriſtian Stedfaſtneſs: Wide 
cial Reference 1 the Dotirines of the euer 


leni Goſpet. - 


Gosrzl. Churches have this Privilege, 


the Oracles of GOD. They ate in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Truth, and are ſtiled the 


(0) Pillar and Ground of it. Scripture 
Truths are the Church's Treaſure; and a 
moſt invaluable Treaſure they are, for in 
them we have the only ſolid Ground, and 
real Warrant for our Te of Sin, 
and Hopes of Forgiveneſs, for our Repen- 
tance towards Gop, and Faith in our LoRD 
Tzsus CRRIsT. The momentous Quefti- 


ons, How ſhall Man be juſt with Gop ? 


How may the guilty Sinner eſcape the 


Wrath to come? — Whither can the 
*« wounded Conſcience flee for Pardon 
« and for Peace? — Or on what Founda- 
1 tion, may the Chriſtian ſafely raiſe the 
e grand, and lofty Structure, an Hope of 


eternal Glory? —— Theſe, all. theſe, 


had for ever remained Enquiries without 
an Anſwer, but for. the Goſpel of the 
Grace of Gop; without which, all our 
Faith had been Folly, our Prayers Pre- 
fumption, and our Hope and Expectation 
of Favor. from an holy Gop, had been 
HO in V and Deſpair. But hereby 
(through 


(#) 1 Tim. H. 2 8. 
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(through rich and adorable Grace Life 
and Immortality are brought to Lig @) Lie 
(9) the Righteouſneſs, "a Grace of our 
GOD, are revealed from Faith to Faith; 
Believers are (7) begotten 5 to @ lively 
ch the Reſurrefion of JESUS 
CHRIST from the Dead, 1 

Now, ſhall theſe Foundations of the 


_ Chriſtian's Faith be lightly eſteemed ? Can 


he tamely acquieſce, in the Exchange of 
the Goſpel of CHRIST, for another Goſpel? 


Can he bear to hear theſe ſacred Truths, 


which are the Pillars of his Hope and Con- 
fidence, boldly attacked and traduced, or 
with more artful: Addreſs undermined, and 
weakened by fly and crafty Infinuation 
againſt their Evidence or Importance ? Or 
can he cordially embrace thoſe that halt 
between the two Opinions, whether Baal 
be God, or 3 Gop ? — whether 
our gal vation is by the Grace of Gop, or 


the free Will of Man? — whether our 


Juſtification in his Sight be by the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the MeDiaToOR, or by Works 


of Righteouſneſs which we have done? — 


In fine, whether the Chriſtian's Piety, Pu- 


rity, and Perſeverance in the Faith reſt on 


his own natural Strength, and good Reſo- 
lutions, or on a ſpiritual, vital Union to 
CuRIST, and Communion with him ? 

Surely, 


(4) Tim. i. 10, (q) Rom. i. 17. (r)1Pet.i. 3. 
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we ought. to 
ſtand faſt in the EoxD z to be to- 
gether for the Faith of the Goſpel, even 
that Syſtem of evangelical 'Fruths, which 
the Loxp the Srixir in all Ages bath 
made Uſe. of, for inſtructing, convinciog, 
converting, fapetztying, conſolating, and 
faving the Church and choſen of Vo" in 
Cure Isos. ine 

Tar Doctrines of the Golpiters the Food 
of the Believers Faith, the very Staff-of 
tte new, and ſpiritual Life. If our daily 

Bread is neceſſary in ſupporting the natural 
Life, this Bread from Heaven muſt be of 
as great Importance to the Life of the 
WI hold the Staff of Bread, and 

Nature ſoon grows feeble, decays; and dies; 
reſect the precious Doctrines of Grace, in 
thei? Truth, or Importance, and the ſpi- 
ritual Man will ſoon find himſelf in as 
threatening a Conſumption in his Soul; an 
Experiment, too too often tried in the pre- 
fent Day; the Fruits of which are appa- 
rent. Profeſſors unacquainted with their 
Bibles, and unſettled in their Principles, 
will be uncertain in their Hopes, and un- 
ſteady in their Conduct; and what is worſt 
of all, will become an eaſy Prey to thoſe, 
who lie in wait to deceive. And it is well 
known, there is a Generation ſprung up 
— us, Ti be united 8 * they 


affect 
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affect to call themſelyes) whoſe Bond of 
Union (I greatly fear) is very differerit from 
the Bond of the Goſpel. Chriſtian () Cha- 
rity is tndeed the Bond of Perfeftneſs : and 
their Pretenſions to this Grace run very 
high. — No religious Contentions, no Diſ- 
putes about Principles of Faith, or Wor- 
ſhip, but all Union, all Love, all Lamb- 
like Meekneſs, Patience, and Peace are the 


Things they affect to ſhew, as reigning 


among them. An inviting Appearance 
this! and it has been too ſucceſsful a Lure, 
by which Numbers of the Weak, and 
Unwary have been removed from their 
Stedfaſtneſs. Theſe Men do not ſet them- 
ſelves - profeſſedly to oppoſe and decry the 
great Doctrines of the Goſpel, but what is 
much more artful, and baſal too, they 
make them entirely uſeleſs in the ſpiritual 
Life : they have advanced a Principle, and 
pretend to an Attainment, which wholly 
fet afide the Importance, and Uſe of all 
Goſpel Doctrines at once. Their Principle 
is, A Child-like Love and Simplicity, 
which, with them, renders the Precepts, 
even of the moral Law needleſs, and of 
no Account: their Attainment is, A living 
© in Connection with the Lamb: And with 
theſe Pretences, the Ax is laid to the Root 
of all 85. Knowledge and Inſtruction; 
| F Light 


60 Col, wi, 14 
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Light he Darkneſs,” Truth and Error. 
Knowledge and Ignorance, the Iron and 
the Clay are pnited together, as fit Mate 


Nitute, W6.HEpRveKc . Fa- 
 mily e 


_ remember, 1 the. "odd 1 
heavenly, Graces are not without their 
— the moſt deadly Poiſon may 
be contained in the harmleſs Wafer, and 
therefore the Church of Gov. is warned, 
(ii) mat 10 believe every Spirit, but to try the 
Spirits wobether they be of GOD. And how 
are. we to try them? by what can we 
| know them, das by bringing their Princi- 
ples and their Practices to the infallible 
Standard of Truth? (u) To the Law and 
ta the Teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according 
| 2 his Ward, it ir-becauſe there is no Laght 
Now, if that Cbriſtian Love, which the 
Word of Gop recommends, can be ſup- 
poſed to give Countenance to Ignorance 
and Error. to ſet aſide the Importance and 
Ute of the great Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which infinite Wiſdom hath revealed "for 
the Life, and Comfort of our Souls; if 
it can be ſuppoſed, to prompt us to make 


Religion, 4 chat of Govetouſneſs, or a pre- 


tenct to wheedle the Weak out of their na- 
tural Rights of chooſing in Marriage, ac- 
| a 
ee ee 
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eording to their ſober and lawful AﬀeRtions; 


of educating their Families according to 
| their Judgment, and Duty; and of uſing 


their worldly Subſtance according to their 


Stations and Relations in Life: in fine, if 
a genuine Love to CHRIST and his Cauſe 
leads us back in our Worſhip to the Pomp 
and Pageantry of Rome ; in our Devotions, 
to uſe the Language of the Stews; and in 


our Recreations,” to imitate their Actions: 


if the ſober Mind can admit ſuch | 
Thought, then may it admit, that Mora» 
wuraniſm is COT, + Yet, O ſtrange 

: F 2 to 


* Par be it from me to miſrepreſent, or aggravate in 
this Matter. If the Reader ſhould ſuſpe& any Thing of 


this Nature in the above Repreſentation, I intreat him to 


7 the following Tracts; wiz. Mr. Rinjus's Candid 


arrative, and his. Supplement. — His ſolemn. Call on Count 
e — Andrew Frey's authentic Account. —— And 
7 


Mr. Whitefield's expeſtulatory Addreſs ta the Gut. — A 
tenth Part of 5 which theſe Writers charge home 
upon the Count and his Followers, ought to fill every 


Chriſtian's Mind with the utmoſt Deteſtation of their Prin- 


ciples and Practices. However favorable the Opinion, 
which many in Japan have entertained of the Maraviant, 


Foreign. Proteſlants 

pubis Teſtimony againſt them. The Declarations of m 

of the Proteſtant Univerſities in Germany, and the royal 

Edicts of moſt of the crowned Heads, and other Princes, 
zinſt the Moravians ſettling in their German Dominzons, 


are a full Proof that their Tenets are looked upon abroad 


as of very dangerous Tendency. Their reſpeQive Appre- 
henſions of theſe People may be gathered from twoor three 
\ ſhoxt Specimens, which 1 think proper to adjoin. 
Specimen 1. * Their Do&rines not only entirely deviate 
« from what is taught us in the holy Scriptures 9 


* 


ave thought it their Duty to bear 0 N 


bs 
* 
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to tell! ſome who have had a Place, even 


in Goſpel Churches among us, have fince 
5 | Ay yielded 


« their Pracbice likewiſe is of ſuch a Nature as to enſlave 
« the Conſcience more than ever hath been done in Popery. 
60 Order and Stations in Life are confounded; they, 
« under the Cover of the Name of Gop and Curisr, 
commit the greateſt Wickedneſs chiefly with their Lot. 
« — As a Country wherein this Sec neſts, loſes its Hap- 
« pineſs and. Tranquility, and as many Souls, who other- 
« wiſe are well difpoſed, by the wicked Devices of theſe 
« People are in Danger of loſing their Salvation, it is in- 
©* cumbent on a Government to prevent this impious Sect 
from entering its Dominions, &c. —— They are to be 
« known by their affected Holineſs, and Humility, eſpeci- 
& ally by their low Eſtimation of the Scriptures, contempt 
« of the Clergy, vain Chat of Lamb, Blood, and Wounds, &c.” 
See an Ordinance in the Name of his Majeffy King George II. 
Y his Conſiſtory of the Dutchies of Bremen and Verden, 

an. 25, 1749. 3 

* 4 « Their Doctrines, and Undertakings are 
1 ſo abſurd, abominable and partly blaſphemous, that we 
% cannot without Aſtoniſhment, and holy Indignation read 
or hear of them, &c.” Reſp. of the Univerſity of Gieſſen. 

Specimen 3. Their enormous Errors with ReſpeR to the 
* holy Trinity, the Law, (which according to them is quite 
« abrogated,) and eſpecially with Reſpect to the conjugal 
% Buſineſs, are every Day more ES more diſcovered. 
« Such abominable Things are revealed in their Hymns, 
<« as make a true Chriſtian's Heart bleed. Both Uni- 
_ « yerſities, as well as all the Bodies of Divines in Saxony, 
« abhor this SeR, and look upon it, and its Chief, as a 
« Peſt to the Church =—— as a flinking and devouring Cancer, 
„and a very great Misfortune to the poor Proteſtant 
„ Churches.” Ref. of the Univerſity of Leipzig. 

Specimen 4. We deteſt their Fanaticiſm, which gra- 
% dually is become known, and daily diſcovers itſelf more 
and more, — Wherefore we do not ceaſe, upon all 
„ Occaſions, to ſtand up againſt them, and to warn our 


« Congregations againſt being ſeduced by them. Reſp. of 
| | | ive” 


” k 


The SERMON. 


yielded to the Force of this groſs and dan- 
gerous Infatuation ! —— But what ſhall 
we ſay? (x) With GOD is Strength and 
Wiſdom : . the Decei ved and the Decetver are 
Bis, i. e. they are both in his Hands, whoſe 
infinite Wiſdom and Power are able to 
bring Good out of Evil: and even by ſuch 
Trials of his People's Patience, and Sted- 
faſtneſs, to promote his own Glory and 
their final Salvation. And remember, 
while theſe Things are known to you, it 
is of the greater Importance, that ye land 
faſt in the Lorp. 

PossIBLY it may ſeem ſtrange to ſome, 
I ſhould enlarge upon this Subject; yet I 
was not led to it, by the leaſt Suſpicion of 
your needing ſuch a Caution, more than 
others; but my whole Deſign herein, is 
in Confidence of your Patience and Can- 
dor, to bear a public Teſtimony againſt 
thoſe Opinions, and Ways, which — 4 

at 


the College of Hamburg. See for all theſe, Rimius's Supple> 
ment from page 29. to the End. 

I ſubmit it, whether it does not become all, that have 
any Concern for real Religion, and the good of immortal 
Souls to do likewiſe, bearing our Teſtimony againſt every 
Myſtery of Iniquity, and faithfully warning and guarding 
againſt all the dangerous, and pernicious Effects of Ma- 
ravian Faſcination, 

Had I apprehended any e leſs than the Truth, 
and Purity of the Goſpel, and all real Religion were at 
Stake in this Affair, I ſhould have ſpared myſelf, and 
my Reader this Trouble. 


(x) Job xii, 16, 


* 
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fatal a Tendency to remove Profeſſors from 
their Stedfaſtneſs, to do the greateſt In- 
jury to the Churches of CarisT, and the 
the Souls of Men, 74 

2. Tur Duty of a Church's Stedfaſt- 


neſs, hath ſpecial Reference to the Autho- 


rity of Cnr1sT, as to the Order and Dif: 
cipline of bis Houſe. 
Tarts is the Faith of the Goſpel, and 
the Order of the Goſpel : As the Chriſtian 
is not to believe what he pleaſes, but what 
CuRr1sT has revealed; ſo neither to do what 
he pleaſes, but what CrxrisT hath en- 


joined: (y) N are GO D's e , Je 
hurch of 


are GO D's Building. A 

CHRIST, as his Huſbangry, is a ſacred In- 
cloſure, under the ſpecial Care of his Eye, 
and the Culture of his Hand : nothing is 
to be planted there, but by his Authority, 
and with his Allowance, and that is, every 


living Plant, every Tree of Righteouſneſs, 


which however ſmall and tender, is in the 
Way of ſpiritual Growth. 

AGAIN. The Church is God's Building, 
his facred Temple; the Foundation is of 
his laying, and the Superſtructure is of his 
railing: (2) I is built upon the doarinal 
Foundation off the. Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
JESUS CHRIST himſelf being the chief 
Corner- Stone: and he has given Commands - 

Winne 
i Cor. iii. 9. (2) Eph. ii. 20. 
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ment concerning. the Materials : they are 
all to be living Stones, cemented together 
by that heaven · born Charity, which is the 
Bond of Perfection. He hath open'd the 
Door into his Houſe, and commanded us 
(a) to mark well the entering in, and every 
going forth of the Sanctuary. The Door 
of Admiſſion is a ſound Head, and a ſanc- 
tified Heart; a Belief of the Truth, and 
an Experience of its Power: all ſuch, 
however ſmall in their own Eyes, or low 
in their ſpiritual Stature, have the Re» 
DEEMER's Welcome unto his Houſe, and 
all the Privileges, and Immunities thereof, 
And when, in his Name, and by his Au- 
thority, we have been admitted in, it is 
an Affront to this Authority, and a Breach 
of our Fealty, to ſeek Occaſions of with- 
drawing. Occaſions truly there be ſome 
Times for ſuch a Proceeding; Churches 
are not to be made Priſons, for his Saints 
to ſtay and ſtarve in, (tis very melancholl 
when Things are come to ſuch a Paſs kf 
yet where there has been a ſolemn giving 
up of ourſelves to CARIST, and to one 
another, to walk together in the Faith 
and Order of the Goſpel as a Church, the 
withdrawing from fuch Communion, up- 
on ſligbt and trivial Grounds, at the Back 
Door (for Inſtance) of Caprice and Humor, 
OT 
(a) Ezekiel xliv. 5. 
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or upon a Change in the Miniſtry of the 


Church, or on Complaint of not profiting 
by the Word, or a fond Expectation of 


profiting more by another, Fc. while your 


own Paſtor abides in the Truth, and labors 
according to his Abilities for the good of 
your Souls ; I fay, the withdrawing 
meerly on ſuch Accounts as theſe, is not 
only a damping the Spirits of the Miniſſer 
you leave, but a diſheartening the whole 


| Church, with whom you have walked; and 


in a Degree it is - breaking Covenant with 


them to deſire a Diſmiſſion, and appears 


to be a ſeeking your own Things, rather 
than the Things of FESUS CHRIST. 
-  PeRMIT me to add, it has been fre- 


quently found, that thoſe who have been 


weary of one Communion upon trifling 
Grounds, have after a Time been as weary 
of another, and a third; while the fteady 
Chriſtian walking in the Fear of the Lox, 
eyeing the Authority and Glory of CRIST, 
keeping cloſe to his Ordinances in the 


Church where he is a Member, and uni- 


formly filling up his Relation, and purſu- 
ing his Duty therein; ſuch an one finds 
the Word bleſt, the Preſence of Gop en- 
joy'd, and the Life of Grace carried on 
with Power and Comfort in him. To do 


thus is to and faſt in the Lorp, and the 


more ſteady we ſtand, the more is THE 
SAYVIOR exalted. AGAIN, 


Ae Arx. As there is Order, ſo there is 
Diſcipline in his Houſe. The Lokb reigns 
in Zion; He ſits the ſovereign and univer- 
ſal King on the Throne of David; thence 
has he given forth his Royal Laws and 
Mandates, his Statutes, and Ordinances, 
for our dutiful Obſervance. We are not 
only (5) to put on the LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, but to be concern'd that we 
(c) walk worthy of him, unto all pleaſing. 
Steady Principles and ſtrict Diſcipline, are 
the Glory of a Goſpel Church. The Fa- 
mily of CayrtsT is a Family of Order, 
and Regularity, not of Anarchy, and Con- 
fuſion: The End of all his Command- 
ments is Purity, and Peace; but neither 
will be long preſerved, where Church Diſ- 
cipline is neglected. A Garden may be 
well ſown and water'd, yet ſhamefully 
over run with the moſt noxious Weeds: 
Weeds will grow, when Care is not taken 
at their firſt ſpringing up. To this End, 
Car1sT hath clothed his Churches with 
Authority from himſelf; they have not 
only his Permiſſion, but his Command, 
both (d) to mark them who cauſe Diviſions, 
and (e) to put them from among them who 
wall diſorderly. When Offences are given, 
foul Enormities committed, tender Con- 
ien G ſciences 


ur 


(5) Rom. xiii. 14. (c) Col. i. x. 
(4) Rom. xvi, 17. 2 Thell. iii. 6. 
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ſriences ſtumbled, and a Church, through 
Partiality, or Favor, or Fear, neglects to 


redreſs the Grievance, they fin againſt the 
 RepetMER's Honor, and their own Pro- 


ſperity. For the preſent, they may ſeem 
to enjoy themſelves in Peace, but to have 


Peace without Purity, is to ſleep (as it were) 


upon a Dunghill, a Reſt unſafe, and un- 
fit for thoſe, whoſe Glory it is, to (f) be 
undefiled in the May. Had Zimri Peace, 
who flew his Maſter? Had Peter Peace, 
when he denied his Lokp? No more can 
the Chriſtian long enjoy it, who ſins againſt 
him ; or the Church, which ſuffers him to 
be wounded in the Houſe of his Friends. — 
But we live, and you live too, when ye 
ſtand faſt in the Loxp. Chriſtian Sted- 
faſtneſs reſpects Goſpel Order and Goſpel 


Diſcipline, as well as Goſpel Truths, and 


Experience. Diſcipline and Order may be 
contemptible with thoſe who are guided 
only by their Affections, and forget there 
is a Glory due to CHRIST as King in Zion; 
but we have Reaſon to fear that Religion 
itſelf will be render'd contemptible by the 
Practices of many, in the Neglect of them. 
Tis an awful Sign of our Times, that many 
bold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and prac- 
tice that Unrighteouſneſs with Impunity, 


and without Notice; whereas it is eſſential 
| — 


( Palm cxix. 1. 


The SERMON. 

to che Honor and Proſperity of a Church 
of CyRisT, by the whole of their Pro- 
ceedings to ſhew, that they hate Iniquity, 
and cannot bear that which is evil among 
them, And (g) we have this Confidence 
in tbe LORD touching you (Brethren) 
that ye both do, and will do the Things 
which he hath commanded ; for the LORD 
rs faithful, who ſhall eflabliſh you, and keep 
you from Evil. Now we live, if ye fland 
faſt in the LORD. 
3. CHRISTIAN Stedfaſtneſs hath ſpecial 
Reference 10 all other particular Duties of 
a Church Relation, | 

A GosrEL Church-State is as a Garden 
incigſed; tis an Intereſt by itſelf; the Stranger 
intermeddles not with it. Tis the Chri- 
ſtian's greateſt Honor, and higheſt Intereſt 


to have a Name and a Place in the Houſe 


of Gop; The Privileges are Royal, the 


| Endowments magnificent, the Advantages - 


great, and the Duties momentous, and 
Many. () Ye are a choſen Generation, a 


royal Priefthood, an holy Nation, a purchaſ- 


ed People, that ye ſhou 9 few forth the Vir- 
tues of him, who hath called you out of Dark- 


neſs into his marvelous Light. Believers 


in Church Communion are to take Care of 
themfelves, and mutual Care of one an- 


other, to watch over each other in the 
89 LoRD, | 


(g) 2 Theſl, ii. 3, 4. (b) 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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One 4 Ag one. another up in the, 
molt. bey Fatt courage mutually, in 
the poo Wes + > th by al ap 


inted. Means to: promote 
24 85 d everlaſting, Intereſts. 551 Ye, be- 


leved, 2 up. yourſelves, in your-moſt, boly. 
Faith, praying in the HOLY GH Q S.T, 


lep yourſelves in the Love of G 0 D, look 


ing for. the Merty of our LORD FESUS. 
CHRIST unto eternal Life. Duties they 
owe to Gop; Duties they owe to their 
Families, and the World; Duties they owe 
to one anotber; and. Duties alſo to thoſe 
that are ſet over them in the Loxp. Time 
forbids our Attendance to each of theſe 
Farticnlats: : Indulge me with your farther. 
Attention a little z 92 the laſt, and I will 
haſten towards a Cloſ 

Tux Relation between Paſtor and People 


is near and intimate, and the Obligations 


which. reſult from it. are great and engage- 
ing. Your Paſtor's Duties to you. will be 
ſet before him, by a more. venerable. and 
able Hand: Ag to your Chriſtian Duty and 
Carriage. towards him, permit me to ftir 
up your Minds by Way of Remembrance 
in the following Things. 

Firſt. Your Duty towards your Mini- 
ſter and Paſtor conſiſts, in an bonoring, 
1 en ng bim Jer bis Wi ork's Sake, 

(4) Lf 
Jade 20, Th 
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(A) Let the Elders: that rule well be counted: 


worthy of double Honor, eſpecially, they who. 


labor in the Word and Doctrine. Paſtors, 


whatever they are in Years, are Elders in 
Office, and as ſuch, they have a Right to 
your reſpectful Carriage and R 3 in 
order to which, there muſt be a real cor- 
dial Chriſtian Love and Eſteem for their 
Perſoys. Unleſs we poſſeſs the Hearts of 


our People, there is little Proſpect of our 


diſcharging our Office to their Soul's Ad- 
vantage. Love will take all Things well, 


be amiſs. The moſt ſolid, and precious 
Truths will ſound with an ill nts from 


the Lips of him againſt, whom we are 
prejudiced; in this Cafe Perſons: hear as 


Critics, not as Chr:/tians, and in ſuch a 


Spirit, no Wonder they go away unim- 


proved. Without your Love, all our Ad- 
vices, Cautions, and Reproofs, however 
faithful, ſeaſonable, and juſt, will loſe their 
Authority and Uſe; it is well if they are 
not —* for Flings, and Reflections. 
In a Word, where there is.not a real and 
genuine Love, every indifferent Action is 
heightened j into Folly and Weakneſs, every 
Freedom. into an Aﬀront, every Overſight 
and Omiſſion into an Offence, and every 


common Infirmity becomes a Crime » but 


where 


Tim. v. 27. 
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where Affection dwells, our Miniſtrations 
are acceptable, our Reproofs are uſeful, 
and our Characters are dear: Yea, our In- 
firmities and Weakneſſes then appear in 
their proper Light; not as Occaſions of 
Detraction and Slander, but as Proofs that 
we alſo are in the Body, and need your 
brotherly Sympathy, Advices and Prayers. 
LEJ brotherly Love continue, and in or- 
der to maintain it, Things muſt be attend- 
ed to as Circumſtances vary. Remember 
your Paſtor is at preſent young ; wherefore 
expect not Things from him above his 
Experience, and Years. Expect Truth 
from his Lips, a Savor in his Spirit, and 
a Circumſpection, and Exemplarineſs in 
his Converſe and Walk ; theſe (I hope) it 1 
will be your Comfort, and his Mercy to 
have always abounding: But to expect all 
the Solidity and Judgment, all the Sagacity 
and Penetration, all the Wiſdom and Fore- 
ſight, the Caution and Care of riper Years, 
is to over-rate the moſt promiſing Capacity, 
and moſt willing Mind. But where there 0 
is Seriouſneſs, Humility, Induſtry, and an 
Aim ſincere to do the beſt, Love will oyer- 
lock the numerous fmaller Miftakes and 
Deficiences, - which farther Age and Ex- 
tence muſt gradually correct and ſup- 
ply.' * Chriſtian Love and Eſteem then, is 
fundamental to his Uſefulneſs, and your 
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run Peace. N .o leſs ſo to every other Duty 


you owe him. 

_ Secondly. YouR Duty towards your Mi- 
niſter and Paſtor conſiſts, in your Acquatn- 
tance with him, and Uſe of bim. (1) We 
beſeech you, Brethren, to know them whith 
labor among you, and are over you in the 
Lord. Things always go on but indif- 
ferently, when - Paſtor and People live 
Strangers to each other. How ſhall they 
love him, unleſs they know him? And 
how can they know him, without free and 
frequent Converſe with him? Wherefore 
acquaint yourſelves with your Miniſter, 
viſit him, and let him know his Viſits are 
acceptable to you. (We ſometimes want this 
Encouragement, leſt we ſuſpect ourſelves 
burthenſome, where we meant to be uſe- 
ful.) And be ſure 70 uſe bis Vijits when 
you have them : Remember his Character, 
he is a Steward of the Myſteries of G O D. 
Converſe freely with him about the Things 
of Gop, open your ſpiritual Conditions to 
him, relate Matters of your Experience, 
your Trials and your Comforts, even the 
various Exerciſes of your Souls in the 
Courſe of your Walk with Gop. At 
other Times enquire into Doctrines, or 
particular Texts of Scripture, or ſuch 
| Caſes of Conſcience, as m preſent Ache 
elves 


(7) 1Theſl, v. 12. 
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Klves with ſome Difficulty to your Minds, 


in the Courſe of your Obſervation or 
Dealings in Life. And in ſome Caſes: for 
a Child, or a Servant to be gently reproved 
before him when Oceaſton requires it, for 
the' Sake of their having his miniſterial 


Counſel and Caution, which may be of 


fingular Advantage, through the Bleſſing 
of Go. —Theſe are ſome of the Ways in 
which our miniſterial Viſits ſhould be im- 
proved by our People, and they are often 
as uſeful to ourſelves as to you : for our 
Sakes therefore as well as your own, know 
them that have the Rule over you. 
Thirdly, Axor RRR Thing wherein a Peo- 


ple's Duty towards their Paſtor conſiſts, is 
their conſtant and diligent Attendance upon 


brs miniſterial Labors among them. 
Wrar I would here inculcate, is not 
a ſlaviſh Confinement, but only a Chriſtian 
Steadineſs. The ſpiritual Relation between 
a Paſtor and People is ſuch, that ordinarily 
and ſtatedly a Preference ought to be given 
to his miniſterial Labors, before all others; 
theſe are immediately the Ordinance of 
CnRIs r for your ſpiritual Nouriſhment 
and Growth. The Talents of ſome others 
may be greater, or their Gifts more pleaſing, 
(and their Labors may be occaſionally en- 
joyed with Profit 41 Thankfulneſs) yet 
have you greater Warrant to expect the 
| Preſence 


1 


1 


Preſence of Gop with you, when you are 


The SE RM ON. 


conſcientiouſly filling up your own proper 


Places in the Church you belong to, than 


when following the moſt celebrated Preach- 
ers within your Reach. — Itching Ears are 
no Friends to a gracious Heart: nor do 
rambling Hearers often make ſound Be- 
lievers, or circumſpect Walkers. What 
though I am occaſionally feaſted at m 

Friend's Table, my main Support muſt 
be from the more ordinary Proviſions of 
my own; nor is a nice and fickle Appetite 
any Proof of an healthy Conſtitution, — 


The Thing indeed ſpeaks for itſelf ; the 


{ſkilful and faithful Paſtor will be * 
I 


to root and ground his People in the Trut 


(which cannot be effectually done without 
purſuing Truths in their Connection,) and 
to improve his Chriſtian Viſits, by ſpeak- 
ing home to particular Caſes as they come 
fairly in his Way: but what a Diſcourage- 
ment to him, and Diſadvantage to you, to 
have your Places empty, when his Prepa- 
parations were F in a peculiar Man- 

ner for your Inſtruction and Comfort! 
Keep then cloſe to your Places, as ever 


you expect to profit much by his Labors. 


_. Fourthly, Axor HER Branch of the Peo- 
ple's Duty to their Miniſter lies in their 
encouraging, and aſſiſting bim in his Work. 
His Life is to be ſpent in miniſtring to you 

F in 
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in Spirituals; from the Nature of the 
Thing then, are you to ſupport him in 
Temporals : that which is meet is not to 
be withheld from him, but in the Breach 
of a moſt expreſs Command of the Lox. 
(n) CxRrIsT's Service indeed, is worth our 

rſiſting in, amidſt Famine and Nakedneſs, 
Neceſſities and Wants; but he makes it 
not his Servant's Duty to ſtarve in the midſt 
of Plenty, who has a Right to your Encou- 


ragement, as you have to his Labors, and 
both in Proportion to the Abilities which 


Gop has given, Many would have Rea- 
ſon to expect a greater Bleſſing of the Goſ- 


pel, did they make Conſcience of doing 


more to ſupport it; for he (n) which ſoweth 


ſparingly Hall reap alſo ſparingh. —— But 


truſt there 1s no need of great Enlarge- 
ment here. The Lok PD bleſs the Labors 
of his Servant among you, and then I doubt 
not of your Readineſs to every good Word 
and Work. I proceed therefore juſt tq 


mention one Thing more. 


 Lafth, A ProrTE's Duty towards their 
Miniſter and Paftor confiſts, in their conti. 


nued Prayers and fupplications for bim. Bre- 


thren pray for us. Our Work is great — 
our Temptations many — and all our Fur- 


niture is from above. Pray hard, pray 


earneſtly then, for your Paſtor as well as 


for 
60 1 Cor. ix. 13, (x) 2 Cor, ix. 6, 


e 


e 


il 
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for yourſelves; that is the Way for him to 
preach well, and for you to hear, and 
walk well, They who complain moſt of 
their Miniſter, uſually pray the leaſt for 
him; and what is lacking in your Prayers, 


you may reaſonably expect ſhould be ſo in 


your Proviſion. — Miniſterial Inſtructions, 
as well as other Enjoyments, have their 
peculiar Sweetneſs and Uſe, when they 
come in Anſwer to Prayer. 

Tuus have I endeavoured to repreſent, 
though very imperfectly, what it is for a 
Church of CuRIST to ſtand faſt in the 
Lord, in Reference to the great and 
gloridus Doctrines of the Goſpel, the 
Order and Diſcipline of the Houſe of Gop, 
——- and the ſeveral Duties of a Church 
2 To which we muſt always 
add, 

4. A sTATED Walk and Converſation 
becoming our moſt holy Projeſſion. This is 
the Crown and Glory of a Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, and is indeed the immediate great 
End of a Goſpel Miniſtration, and a Goſ- 
pel Church-ſtate. The Truths revealed, 


the Ordinances appointed, and the Duties 


enjoyned, are all only Means in the Spi- 
RIT's Hand of producing this Effect: /o) 
For this is the Will of GOD, even your 


Santtification. And (p) without Holineſs no 
H 2 | Man 


(o) 1 Theſl, iv. 3. ( 2) Heb. xii. 14 


* 
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Man ſhall ſee the LORD. A Faith with- 
out Fruits, a Profeſſion without Purity is 
the moſt awful Miſtake, the moſt dan- 
gerous Self-deceit an immortal Soul can 
be under. To turn the Grace of GOD 
into Laſciviouſneſs, has been indeed an old 
Practice, and I am afraid is ſtill too much 
in Being: However, bleſſed be Gop, 1 truſt, 
none of us have fo learned Cur1sT ; but 
have indeed felt (and may we more and 
more feel!) the oppoſite Conſtraints of 
his redeeming Love, and of the holy Com- 
mandment, (q) Let every one that nameth 
the Name of CRS depart from Iniquity. 

As therefore there is neither Time nor 
Occaſion (as I hope) for farther Enlarge- 
ment, I ſhall take my Leave of the Sub- 
ject, with a Word or two on the laſt gene- 
ral Head, which is properly an Im ve" 
ment of the whole. Hence, 


III. I yRoMiIsED to enquire into ſome 
of thoſe powerful and peculiar Obligations, 
by which this important Duty flands in- 
forced. —I ſhall mention three. 

. As you value your Miniſter's Li ves, 
Hand faſt in the Lon p. This is the affect- 
ing Argument which is uſed in the Text, 
Now we live, if ye fland faſt in the LORD. 
+ To be faithful Stewards is a laborious Em- 

plwGKẽaoyment, 
7% 2 Tim, ii. 19. 
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ployment, yet not out Labors, fo much 
as our Diſappoi niments, our Want of Suc- 
ceſs, our various Diſcouragemenis which 
weaken our Hands, diſpirit and wear us 
out in our Work. And would you not 
have your Paſtor go on with Spirit and 
Courage in his Work? would you not 
have him valiant for Truth? lively in his 


Miniſtrations? diligent in his Studies? 


comfortable in his Soul? chearful and aſ- 


ſiduous in the whole of his Charge ? — 


Then fland ye faſt in the LORD. 

2. As you value your own Souls, and 
their everlaſting Proſperity, fland ye faſt in 
the LORD. | 

Vs; the Salvation of the Soul, nothing 
leſs than this, is the End of our Preaching, 
and your Hearing; (7) and if our Goſpel be 


hid, it is hid to them that are loſt.— Is not 


Salvation in your account the great Concern ? 
Would you grow in Grace and in the 
Knowledge of CHRIST JesuUs? Would 
you be rooted and grounded in Love? 
would you taſte the Sweets of CHRIS T's 
Preſence here, and enjoy his Fulneſs here- 
after? then fland ye faſt in the LO RD. 
3. As you value CHRIS T's Love, CHRIST'S 
Authority and ChRIST's Glory, ſtand ye 
feſt in the LORD. 
BELIEVERS (s) are not their own, they 
are bought with a Price; an ineſtimable, 


an 


(r) Eph, iii. 17, (+) 1 Cor, vi. 20, 
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an aſtoniſhing Ranſom | The Blood of 
the eternal, the adorable Son of Gop ! 
his Love to us engaged him to bleed and 
die for us; a ſingular and amazing Foun- 
dation this, for his Authority over us, and 
aur Subjection to him. — Surely if there 
is the leaſt Taſte of a Savioks Love, and 
the weakeſt Faith in his atoning Blood, it 
will inſpire the Soul with a Zeal for his 
Authority and Glory. Whom ſhould the 
Believer ſerve? whoſe Honor ſhould. he 
ſtudy : for whom ſhould he employ all 
his Talents and his Strength? but for HIM 
(t) who has loved us and waſhed us from 
our Sins in bis own Blood, and hath made 
us Kings and Prieſts unto GOD and bis 
FATHER, to him be Glory and Domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen, Where- 
fore ſtand faſt in the LORD. (a) And now, 
Brethren, I commend you to GOD, and 
the Word of his Grace, which is able to 
build you up, and give you an Inheritance 
among all them that are ſanctiſied. 


(%) Rev. i. 5. (% Acts xx. 32. 
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THE | 
Exhortation, Oc. 


FSK T has been thought proper, my 
X 1 dear Brother, that upon your 
* having recognized and publickly 

* declared your Acceptance of the 
Call of this Church to be their Paſtor, 
you ſhould now, in the Name of the 
LoRp, and before this Congregation who 
have been Witneſſes of the religious and 
weighty Tranſactions of this Day, be ſo- 
lemnly addreſsd in ſuch an animating 
Word of godly Exhortation, as might be 
likely to excite you to a vigorous and 


faithful Profecution of that very important 
Work, which in a profeſs'd Dependance 
upon the Grace and Strength of our Di- 
vine Maſter you have come under the 
moſt ſtrict and ſacred Engagement to 
perform, 


I I covLD 


— 
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I covLDy upon many Accounts -haye 
been glad, that his Series had been al- 
lotted to a Perſon altogether free from the 
many bodily Complaints and other Infir- 

mities under which 1 labour, or to one 


every Way more fit for it than T am really 
conſcious I can be. But ſince, both by 
your own and the Church's Requeſt, it 
has been made my Province; I have en- 
deavour'd, after waiting upon Gop for 
His gracious Aſſiſtance, to. prepare a 
few Hints which I cannot but think are 


ſomewhat pertinent and ſuitable to the 


Occaſion. 2 N 

I wouLD be far Grew aſſuming any Air 
of Authority, but as a Brother would be- 
ſeech you to bear with my Freedom, 
while with Earneſtneſs and Sympathy I 


lay before you, from the . Scripture of 


Truth, ſeveral important Things, which 
will call for your careful Attention from 
the Beginning to the very End of the 


Minifiry which you have recei ved in the 
LORD. 


THE Subſtance of the Advice 1 ſhall 


give you is grounded upon that AY 
of the Apoſtle Paul, mm 


1 CoR. 


| 


The EXHORTATION: 


I Cor. iv. 1, 2. 


Let a Man ſo account of us, as of the Mini- 
ers of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 
fleries of GOD: Moreover it is re- 

quired in Stewards, that a Man be found 


Faithful, 


I pouBT not, Brother, but upon the 
mentioning of theſe Words you will think 
with me, that among other Matters they 
imply a ſpecial Direction to Miniſters them- 
ſelves, both elder and younger, to make the 
moſt cloſe and ſolemn Reflection AM 
theſe Three Things, viz. 


J. Tur Character they bear. | 
II. Tur 'Bufineſs or Work, which be- 
longs to that Character ; and, 
III. Tur Faithfulneſs with which that 
Work is to be performed. 


AcCcoRDINGLY let me preſs you to 


think ſeriouſly, 


I, War Character you bear. 


"Tis that of a Miniſter of CHRIST, 
and His Steward. Here it is fit we 
ſhould: obſerve, that tho all tbe , 
I 2 0 


Q 


68 


The EXHORTATION, 


of CHRIST are bound to ſerve Him 3s 


their Lord and Maſter, yet they are not 
all in an ecclefiaſtical Senſe bis Mimifters. 
And tho all his Servants are intruſted with 
ſome Talents Which they are to employ to 
his Glory, yet all his Seruants have not, 
in the fall Mering of the Apoſtle's Ex- 
prefſion, the Place and Office o a Steward. 
A GospEL Church, you know, is often 
repreſented in Scripture as: the Houſe of 
Gop, and {be Family of Cyrisr. And 


as in the Families of earthly Lords and 
| Maſters, ſo. in #be Hayſe of Gon, there 


is a juſt Foundation for a Diſtinction to 
be made betwixt a Steward and other Ser- 
vants. For tho 4 G O D's People are in 
ſome Regard Stewards, and it is certain 
every one of them in particular any? give 
an Account of bis Stewardſhip ; yet all are 
not in an economical Senſe Stewards of 
the Myſterzes of GO D, as they are whom 
the Apoſtle fliles the Miniſters of CHRIST. 

HowzEvgR we muſt further obſerve, 
that tho' every Servant be not in a mini- 
ſterial ente 7 Steward, yet every mini- 
ſtring Steward is 4 Servant: And if he be 
not an upright and diligent Servant, it is 
not to be expected, that 1 can be a faith- 
ful Steward. 


Here, Sir, your own Thoughts will 


readily ſuggeſt, that 'tis at leaft as neceſ- 


fry 


\ 
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ann for a Miner, to attend to all the 


Duties and Services of the Chriſtian Life, 
as it is for the People. 

'Tyrre is a Revenue of Glory which 
juſtly reſults from a State of Diſcipleſbip, 
which is equally required of every one, that 
is called of the Loxp into that happy 
State and Relation. And tis impoffible, 


that any Miniſter ſhould be faithful in his 


Place as a Steward, if he does not firſt 
aim to be ſtrictly faithful as a Diſciple or 
a Servant. Hence we may conclude, that 
no Man can be 4 god Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, if he be not firſt @ true Believer, 
an upright Diſciple, or a ſincere Chriſtian : 
One, who is not only apt to teach (a), but 
ready to every good Work (. 

Ir was a very wicked and ſhameful 
Part, which was ated by the Scribes and 

Phariſees of old, in that they laid heavy 
Burdens upon Others, which they them- 


ſelves would not ſo much as Zouch with one 
of their Fingers (c). See that this never 


be your Caſe; but while you preſs be 
People to abound in the Duties of Chri- 
ſtianity, endeavour ſo to abound and fo 
to /line therein yourſelf, that by your good 
Werks our heavenly Father may be much 


ius (0). 


Bou r 


a 1 Tim. iii. 2. ) Tit. iii. I, 
(c) Matt. Xxili, 4. (4) Matt. v. 16, 


o * 8 0 
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Bur ſince I am at this Time. more 
eſpecially to deſire you, to attend to the 
Character you bear, not merely as 4 Cbri- 


ian or a Servant, but as an Officer in the 


Church, even that of a Paſtor; let me re- 
mind you, that as ſuch you are called to 
be a Miniſter f CHRIST, and His 
Steward. Twas in His Name, and by 
His Authority, this Office itſelf was ap- 
pointed; and 'tis He only, that can give 
any a Commiſſion, which will warrant" be- 
fore Gop their-Execution of it. 

As to the Apoſtles, they received their 
Commiſſion from CHRISTH in an immediate 
manner: But where the Goſpel had been 
planted, it was the Appointment of our 
LorD, that every Church ſhould chooſe 
their own Officers; and we are now to 


| eſteem the Voice of the People, while they 


proceed according to the Rules of His 
Word, to be the Voice of GOD. 

Ap is it not thus, (as has this Day 
been declared,) that you, Sir, have re- 


ceived a Commi ſſion from CHRIST, the ſole 


Head of the Church and Maſter of the 
Family, to act for Him as his Steward? 

LAT then your Character as a Steuard 
conſtantly admoniſh you, 


- I, THAT you are acccuntable for the 
whole of your Conduct, 


Let 
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LET this awakening Thought have 4 
iel Influence upon you, and engage 
you thro' every Part of your Office to 
act as a Perſon that is expecting 4 future 
Reckoning, and as becomes One, who is 
duly apprehenſive, that as ſuch, a Time 
will certainly come, ſo you know not how 
near its. Approach may be; for Mortis 
ford latet.” Neither you, nor any other 
can tell, within how ſhort a Space it may 
be ſaid unto himſelf in particular, Give 
an Account of thy Stewardſhip, for thou ſhalt 
be no longer Steward (e). Again, 


2. SINCE you are but a Steward, let your 
Character teach you to know your Place. 


You are not at any Time, or in any 
Inſtance, to lord it over G O D's Heri- 
tage (). Never pretend to have, never 
dare to act as if you thought you had, 4 
Dominion over the People's Faitb; but en- 
deavour with all Humility to be the _ 


of their Joy (g). Farther, 


3. REMEMBER whoſe Steward you are, 


Ax in this View let the Conſideration 
of the infinite Glory of the heavenly Maſter 
whom you ſerve, quicken you to magnify 

your 


(e) Luke xvi, 2. (7) 1Pet. v. 3. e 4 


The EX RHOKTATTOx. 


PE (b); by humbly admiring the 
rd Grace which b confer'd this Honour 
—_ . For this you have the Ex- 
ample of the great Apoftle, who thank- 
fully acknowledg'd it as a remarkable In- 
ſtance of Divine Grace and Favonr, that 
to him it was given to preach among the 
Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt ci). 
And if the Lory' ſhall be graciouſly pteaſed 
to make you faithfal and ſucceſsful}, the 
Commiſſion you have received will be found, 
next to the Apoſtleſbip itfelf, to be the 
higheſt Honour Gop' ever confers upon any 
finful Mortals in this World. 

To conclude this Head, fince' you are 
CHRIST's Steward, be very laborious, 
bold, and couragious in your Maſter's 
Work. For He can, and J humbly truſt, 
He will ſtrengthen you: And you are 
called, yea even commanded, to be frong 
in the Grace that is in CHRIST 
FESUS (4), whoſe Steward you are. 

To theſe and ſuch like Purpoſes a 
what I have now mentioned often 
thinking, Brother, of the Character you 
bear. And be very careful likewiſe, 


II. To ſtudy the Bufineſs or Work, 
which belongs to that Character. 
Waar 


(4) Roni. xi; 13. (i) Ephs in. 8. (4) 2 Tim. i 17 
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WxBAr this is, the Apoſtle. pretty plain- 
ly intimates, by ſtyling the Miniſters of 
CnR1sT Stewards of the Myſteries of GOD: 
By which Exprefſion we are taught, that 
the moſt ſacred and invaluable Treaſure of 
the Goſpel is intruſted with them, that they 
may faithfully diſpenſe it for the Benefit 
of Gop's Houſhold to the Glory of his 
Name. Their Bu/ineſs then includes — a 
diligent Publication of the Truths of the 
Goſpel, — with a careful Administration of 
all its Ordinances. | ” 


LET me therefore exhort you, Brother, 
to be careful in preaching the Truths of the 
Goſpel: For Neceſſity is laid upon you, yea, 
Moe ts unto you if you preach not the Goſ- 
pel (1). Where I humbly conceive, we 
ſhould not duly attend to the Emphaſis of 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, if we did not 
underſtand him to ſignify thereby, not 
barely that an abſolute Necef/ity was laid 
upon him by the Commiſſion he had re- 
ceived, to be diligent in Preaching, but 
that it was equally neceſſary for bim to be 
very careful what Do&trines he preached, 
It was not only Woe unto bim, if he did 
not preach according to the Strength and 
Opportunity that ſhould be afforded; but 
Moe unto bim, if whenever he did * 
| | K he 


(/) r Cor. ix, 16. 
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he was not careful to preach the Goſpel, even 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom of G O D, teach- 
iu thoſe Things whith- concern” the Lord 
Feſus Chrijt-(m)- 7 e ee 5 
An drxadful indeed will it be for any 
one; that bears this Character of 4 Steward 
of the” Myſteries' of Gob, if he careleſsly 
neglect, but more eſpecially, if he ſtudi- 
ouſly ſhun to declare all the Counſel'sf GO P, 
(#) or any Part of His Myers. 

Amed theſe Myſteries, you know, Sir, 
are included all thoſe Matters of divine and 
ſupernatural Revelation, which have a Re- 
to the Riches and Glory of the Wiſ⸗ 
am and Grace of Gop, as exereiſed and 
diſplayed in the Salvation of Sinners by 
Jus Cbriſt. Vea, by theſe es 18 
meant he ubolꝰ Doctrins of CHRISHH, both 
with Regard to the ſingular and wonder- 
ful Conſtitution of His Perſon as Gop- 
Man, and the Dignity of His Office as He 
z the great and only Mediator between Gop 
and Men; and with Regard to the Benefits 
Which he purchaſed for His People, when 
He gave Himſelf a Ranſom for them; to- 
gether with the ſpecial Obkgations that re · 
ſult from thence, to a moſt ſpirtiual truly 
evangelical Worſhip and Holy Walk. 
Tren, Brother, are the Things which 
I, and which I am perſwaded you likewiſe, 


m) Acts xxviit. 31. lt.) Ads xx. 27, 


apprehend 


1 


1 
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apprebend to he tbe, deep Things that the 


Apoſtle calls tbe Myſterzes f Gob, with 


the Piſpenſation or Publication of which 


the Miniſters of :CurasT ate intruſted. 


For we muſt ſuppoſe, that by the Myferics 
.whereof Miniſters are made Stewards, the 
Apoſtle intended ſuch Things, and ſuch 


only, as Gop has been pleaſed: to reveal in 


His Word concerning Himſelf, and His 

Oounſel and Way of ſaving Sinners by the 

Death and Atonement of his own Son. 
Ax theſe ſpiritual and heavenly Things 


are juſtly termed Myſteries, not merely be- 


cauſe they could not have been known at 
all, if Gop had not been pleaſed to reveal 
them; but becauſe, after the cleareſt and 
and i fulleſt Revelation that has or can be 
made of them, there is ſuch a Depth of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, of Mercy, Grace, 


and Love in them, as exceeds all buman 


Camprebemſan, yea, as ſurpaſſes the Know- 
ledge of the moſt exalted and enlarged 
Capacity of any created Underſtanding. 
Tos for Inſtance we find, that with 
Regard to one very important and moſt 
comfortable Article of Divine Revelation, 
namely, that of the ſpiritual and vital 
Union and conjugal Relation which there is 
betwixt CurIsT and. every true Believer, 
the Apoſtle calls it a Myſtery. (o. And you 
„ K 2 know, 


(e) Epheſ. v. 32. 


rious Myſteries. 
1 ths. 
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know, Sir, he calls it ſo, after he had ex- 
preſsly made knoum the Truth and Reality 


of ſuch a Privilege, and very particularly 
inſiſted upon the Certainty and Advantage 


of it. 


Ix like Manner, there are many other 
very important and intereſting Matters of 
ſupernatural Revelation contained in the 
Scriptures, which, though the Truth and 
Certainty of them has been clearly revealed 
and 1s no longer hid as an abſolute Secret, 
yet after and according to the Revelation 
that is made of them, they have, and are 


declared to have, unſearchable Riches of 
Glory in them. And becauſe the infinite 
Perfection and Fulneſs of the Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Grace, and other Attributes 
of Jeznovan, Father, Son, and Spirit, 


concerned in the Contrivance, Performance, 
and Application of the great Things of 
Salvation, do ſtill and ever muſt remain 


à bottomleſs Depth, which the Creature can 


never fathom, there is juſt Reaſon (as all 


that are ſaved will ever allow) for a moſt 


humble Acknowledgement, to the Glory 
of each of the ſacred THREE, that theſe 
Things of Salvation are really and properly 


ſpeaking, very great, wonderful, and glo- 


AND 


| 
7 


| 
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AND be aſſured, Brother, you can ne- 
ver diſcharge tbe Work and Duty of your 
Place as a Steward in the Houſe of Gop, 
if you do not, according to the beſt of 
your Knowledge in theſe Myſteries, care- 
fully infiſt upon them, and teach them un- 
weariedly, both in your Preaching and 
Converſation. 

Bor though among all theſe Myſteries, 


there is not any one, but what is of ſome 


Importance to the Glory of Gop and the 
Good of Souls, and therefore ought not to 
be neglected ; yet I ſhall point out @ few 
Heads of thoſe Gofpel-Truths, which I 
humbly conceive it to be moſt abſolutely 
neceſſary for Miniſters to teach, and * the 
People to receive. Let me then earneſtly 
intreat and beſeech you, Dear Brother, 
frequently to inculcate, and in your Preach- 
ing to dwell much upon + /uch as theſe, 
which I ſhall now mention. For doubt- 


leſs the Myſteries of Gop include, 


1. Tut Doctrine of the TRINITV, or 
thoſe ſublime Truths declared in the Word 
of Gop, which ſet forth @ Trinity of Per- 
ſons in the Unity of” the Godbead. 


You are to ſhew the People, that in 
the Scriptures we are taught, that Fa THER, 
SoN, and SPIRIT are abſolutely co-equal, 

4 ; becauſe 
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becauſe to-2ſſential and co-eternal : Theſe 
TukkE being ONE in 3 as well as in 
Counſel, Will, and © 

AND theſe Taxes Divine Sub/iftencies 
are the ons glorious JEHOV AH, who 
at firſt created and ſtill preſerves and governs 


all Things, and is the one only living and 
roper and ſole. 


true GO D, who is the p 
Object of all religious W Tp and Ado- 
ration. 


. In the Myſteries f Gop are included 
likewiſe the Things, which the Scriptures 
teach concerning tbe Four fold State of Man. 


Bx you careful therefore to inſtruct the 
People, that Man was originally formed 
with a perfect Rectitude in his Nature; for 
GOD made Man uprigbt: (p) But that 
he is now fallen by Tranſgreſſion from that 
high, that honourable and holy Condition, 
in which he ſtood during his Continuance 


in a State of Innocence: And that by vir- 


tue of the righteous Conſtitution of the 
Covenant of Works, through Adam's Diſ- 
obedience and Apoſtacy, - there is not one 
of his Race but is born with a guilty and 
depraved Nature, under an Attainder for 


the Higheſt and moſt aggravated Treaſon 


that a human Creature could commit. 
Thus 


0 2) Eccleſ. vii. 29. 
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Thus every Man, as ſoon as he is born, 
ſtands juli condemned by the righteous 
Law of Gop to a perpetual Baniſhment 
from all Good; and by Reaſon of his 
original and actual Sin, according to the 
holy Sanction of that Law, is marked out 
for the Vengeance of Heaven; which, if it 
fall upon him, will make him moſt ex- 
quiſitely miſerable both in Soul and Body 
to an endleſs Eternity. 
Tus, Sir, you are to endeavour to 
awaken Sinners, and to rouze them, by ap- 
prizing them of their Guill and Danger, 
and pointing out their abſolute Need of 4 
Saviour, 


Bo r withal let them know, that though 


they have defiroyed' themſelves, (q yet there 
is Help laid upon one that is mighty, (r) 


even JesUs the Son of Gop; and that 
through his Mediation, and the Imputati- 
on of his Righteouſneſs, there is a2 Way 
opened for the effectual and certain Recovery 
of all the Ele, though they have been 
among the very chief of Sinners, into a 
State of Fuſtrfication and Acceptance with 
Gop: — And that through the Seprr1T's 
Application of the Grace which CHRIST 
has purchaſed, they ſhall be brought into 
a State of friendly Communion, of a ſpiritual 
and holy, of an intimate and delightful 

| Fellowſhip 

(g) Hoſ, xiii. ix, ()) Pfal. Ixxxix. 19. 
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Fellowſhip with GOD here, and into a full 
Enjoyment of His immediate and bliſsful 


Preſence in the State and World above: 


And on the whole, that this perfect 
Felicity ſhall certainly be the Privilege of 


all the choſen and redeemed of the LORD; 


of all thoſe, who thro' the Working of | the 
mighty Power of the Holy Ghoft are TE: 
ened to a ſincere and evangelical Repen- 


tance toward GOD, thro' an unfeigned 


Faith in tbe LORD FESUS CHRIST ; 
but not of any others. 


AxorHRR grand Point, abſolutely: ne- 


ceſſary to be inſiſted upon, is, 


3. TrHaT the whole of Salvation, from 
the Beginning to the End of it, is entirely 
of Grace, | 


UT me U wech you icrefore to be 
free, explicit, and open in declaring, 

| ud Salvation zs not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but f GOD. "that 


ſheweth Mercy (s). In your preaching 


make it evident, . according to the Word. of 


the Truth of the Goſpel, that the Faruxxs 
eternal Election, the Son's. glorious Re- 
demption, and the Sp1r1T's. effectual Ape 
plication of the Benefits of that Redemp- 
tion, are all of rich, free, diſcriminating, 


and 


1 ; 0 Rom. ix. 16. 


The Ex HoR TAT TON. 


ahd ſovereign Grace : And that whoever 
ate ſaved and called with an boly Calling, 
it is not according Io any Works of Rigbte- 
ouſneſs which they have done, but according 
fo the Purpoſe, Mercy, and Grace of GOD . 


in CHRIST FESUS (t). — And that, as 


our being called into the Fellowſhip of the + 
Son of Gop, ſo our Faſtification unto Life, 


our ſpiritual Adoption, the inward Purifi- 


cation of our Hearts, and the univerſal 
Sanctiſration of the whole Man, together 
with our Confirmation, Eſtabliſhment, and 
Perfeverance in a State of Holineſs, are all 
of them the Bleſſings and Fruits of Grace. 

EN DEAVOUR thus to aſſure Men, that 
never were any Sinners collected and laid 


as living Stones in Gop's ſpiritual Build- 


ing (u), but they have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon, 
and will certainly be diſpoſed to the laſt, 
to ſhout with the loudeſt Acclamations, 
Grace, Grace (); making the moſt hum- 
ble and thankful Acknowledgment, that 
from firſt to laſt Grace was ſhewn unto 
them, unto each one of them in parti- 
cular, or they themſelves had not been 
ſaved. 

AN open and ſteady Declaration of theſe 
Things is an eſſential Part of your Bu/neſs, 


(e) Comp. 2 Tim. i. 9. and Tit. iii. 5. (#)1 Pet. ii. 5. 
(w) Zech. iv. 7» 


L Sir, 
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Sir, as you are @ Steward of the Myſteries 
of GO D. But again, N 


4. LET me alſo injoin you to preſs the 
abſolute Neceſſity of true Holineſs, without 
which there can be no Happineſs. 


Lr this be inculcated, and made to 
appear, thro' the whole of your Miniſtry. 
And while you plead for the Neceſſity of 
it, be bold to aſſert, upon the Divine War- 
rant of the Scriptures, and agreeably to the 
Experience of all truly converted Perſons, 
that there muſt be @ new Birtb, a new 
Creation, before any of Adam's Offspring 
can walk in Newneſs of Life, or perform 
Vork that are ſpiritually good or holy in the 
Sight of Gop. N 

DEcLARE plainly, that as the Faith 
which does not work by Love, is a dead 
Faith, fo the Works which do not ſpring 


from Faith in CHRIST, are dead Works ; 


and that Perſons muſt indeed be. dead to 
the Law as 'tis a Covenant for Life, and 
be married to another, even to Him who 
is raiſed from the Dead, before they can 
bring forth Fruit unto GOD (x), or do 
any Thing acceptably unto Him. | 
Bur to cloſe this Part of my Advice, 
as to the Doctrines to be more eſpecially 
inſiſted on, let me add, 
(x) Rom, vii. 4+ LL 
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5. THAT it is very neceſſary you ſhould 
teach, that where Gop has begun the good 
Work of Grace, He will perform it until 
the Day of FESUS CHRIST(y). 


NeveR be afraid nor aſhamed to declare, 
even in the very Face of thoſe that dare 
to deny the Doctrine of Perſeverance, that 
CnRIsT having loved His own, will love 
them unto the End (z); and that whoever 
are effeFually called by Grace, they ſhall be 
kept by the Power of GOD thro Faith unto 
Salvation (a). For the living GOD who 
is faithful and fedfaſt for ever (b), has en- 
gaged to his People, that He vill never 
leave them, nor forſake them (c): ſo that 
none of thoſe, who have his Covenant 
Fear put into their Hearts, ſhall be left 
utterly to depart from Him (4). 

YEA you are to encourage Believers to 
expect with the higheſt Confidence, that 
their Captain of Salvation, being alſo a 
compaſſionate High Prieſt, will ſympathize 
with them in all their Aflictions. He that 


in His Love and Pity has redeemed them, 


will bear them and ſupport them under 
their Trials, and carry them ſafe thro all 
their Difficulties, as He did His J/rael in 

LF. ee 


Phil. i. 6. (z) John xiii. r. (a) 1 Pet. i. 5, 
(5) Dan. vi. 26. (c) Heb. xiii. 5. (4) Jer. xxxii. 40. 
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the Days of old (e). Comfort the Saints by 


aſſuring them, that all Things are working 
Rr far their Good 75 and ſhall cer- 


tainly iſſue well at laſt. He that loves 


hoe , will put underneath them everlaſting 


Arms, and according to their Day, their 
Strength ſhall be (g). His Grace ſhall be 
ſufficient' for A an and they ſhall be made 
more than Conquerors over Sin, Death, 
and Hell. For their Life being hid with 
CHRIST i in G0 D, when CHRIST who 
is their Life ſhall appear, then ſhall they 
alſo appear with Him in Glory (b). 

Tus: Tumds you are to teach and 
exbort. And as I would ſtrictly charge it 
upon my own Soul, that 7 do not, ſo l am 
now bound humbly and ſolemnly. to charge 
you, Brother, in the Sight of Gop, and in 
the Name of CaRisT, as you ſhall anſwer 
it at the great Day, that you do not teach 
any other Doctrine, that would be contrary 
unto, or inconſiſtent with them. For the 
F I have mention'd, and thoſe which 


ſtand in a cloſe Connection with them, 


being tbe Doctrines that were taught by 
CHRIST and his boly Apoſtles and Prophets, 
they muſt needs be * 74 Truths, and 
the only Doctrine -which is according to 


(e) Iſai. Lxiii. 9. (f) Rom. viii. 28. 
(g) Deut. xxxiii, an. Y Cal. iii. 3, 4. 
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Godlineſs (i). Let Theſe therefore be the 


evailing and reigning Subjects in your 
iſcourſes. | 


Bur beſides the Publication of the Doc- 
trine of CnRISTH, there is another very 
neceflary Part of the Fork which you are 
to perform as a Steward of the Myſteries of 
GOD: And this lies in the faithful Ad- 
miniſtration of the ſolemn Ordinances of 
ſpecial Communion, vis. Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's-Supper. 

THESE are juſtly eſteemed Part of the 
Myſteries of GOD, And it would, I ap- 
prehend, be eaſy to ſhew, that there is a 
Myſtery in them. For by the external 
Waſhing with Water in Baptiſm, is figni- 
fied, repreſented, and ſealed, the Truth 
of what is doctrinally taught in the Word 
of Gop, concerning the Believer's being 
waſhed from his Sins (k) in the Blood of 
CHRIST, and his being renewed by the 
Holy Ghoſt thro' the internal Waſhing of 
Regeneration (J. 

AND with Regard to the Lord's-Supper, 
there is a Myſtery in that alſo, too great 
to be rightly underſtood by any but true 
Belieyers. That the Cup of Bleſing which 
is bleſſed in this Ordinance, ſhould be ſpi- 
ritually and truly he Communion of the 

| Blood 
(i) Tim. iv. 3. ( Adds xxii. 16. (7) Tit. iii. 5. 
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Blood of CHRIST, and that the Bread 
which is broken and received according to 
Divine Appointment, ſhould be the Com- 
munion of the Body of CHRIST (m), is a 
Secret, that cannot be experimentally or 
favingly known by any other, but by Be- 
lievers only: Neither can they themſelves 
at preſent fully comprehend it, but readily 
acknowledge, that even while they have 
the real Experience of this Privilege, it 
ſtill remains unto them a great Myſtery. 

As then you are obliged to continue 
fledfaft in preaching the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles (n), ſo alſo. you are bound to ad- 
miniſter theſe Ordinances, which they re- 
ceived of the Lord, and which He has ap- 
pointed to be adminifired by the Paſtors of 
Churches, and by them ſolely, in all Ages 
from Time to Time, as Opportunity ſhall 
offer and Occaſion require. 


FURTHER, You are not only to feed the 
Flock of GOD, but to take the Over/ight 
thereof (o); exerciſing a moſt diligent In- 
ſpection and Watchfulneſs, that there may 
not at any Time, thro' a Neglect on your 
Part, be in this Church, or any of its 
Members, a Defection from the Truth, a 
Decay in vital Holineſs, or-a Sinking into 
@ Formality in Religion, which will cer- 
wh tainly 

() 1 Cor. x. 16. (#) Acts ii. 42. (e) 1 Pet, v. 2. 


The EX HORTATTION. 


tainly leave Profeſſors exceedingly and moſt 
dangerouſly liable to fall into a Conformity 
to the World, and quickly lead them into 
a finful Compliance at leaſt with the Vani- 

s, if not 5 length into te Practice of 
the more groſs Abominations and Vices of 
the Times. 

You are conſtantly to watch. therefore, 
that you may ſee, what Occaſion there 
ſhall be for ſerious Advice and Counſel, 
for ſolemn Warnings, Chriſtian Admoni- 
tions, or miniſterial Reproofs; and what 
Neceſſity for you to double your Guard, that 
there may never be any Thing amiſs in y 
Example, to be either a Stumbling-block | 
or Snare to others. 


THERE is {till another Part of the 
Steward's Work, of great Importance, and 
very neceſſary; which is to vi/it the Sick, 
eſpecially ſuch as defire and call for your 
Aſſiſtance. 

IT uls it muſt be allowed is a very 4% 
ficult Service, and cannot be rightly per- 
form'd without ſpecial and remarkable 
Help from above. 
T o treat thoſe who have in themſelves 
the Sentence of Death, and are as to our 
Apprehenſions juſt upon the very Brink of 
Eternity, with that Tenderneſs, Sympathy 
and Compaſſion, and yet with that 8 i 
neſs, 


ö 
| 
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neſs, Faithfulneſs and Pungeney, that may 
be neceſſary, you will find, Brother, to 
be no eaſy Matter, While you are ſincerely 
careful, neither to fatter preſumptuous 
and falſe Hopes on the one Hand, hor to 
diſcourage 4 weak and trembling Faith oh 
the 171 bs | 
Ver fince the Sick are expreſsly ined 
to call for the Elders of TR 1 8 par- 
ticular 70 pray with tbem, (þ) from this 
Command we may infer, that it is the EI. 
ders Duty to comply with their Requeſt. 
Be you therefore ever willing and N to 
Aer all providential Calls to ſuch Ser- 
vice. Depend upon the Loxp to help you 
to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon on ſuch ſolemn 
and difficult Occaſions; praying, that 
through His Bling upon theſe Vijees, 
Souls may be awakened, inſtructed and 


8 ſupported, eſtabliſhed and com- 


rted, and you yourſelf rendered more fit 
for your Work and Duty, both as a Chriſtian, 
a a Miniſter, 

I $HALL here add nothing farther as to 
the Bufmneſs itſelf, which belongs to your 
Office ; but proceed to the laſt Part of” the 
ag propoſed, and bes of you to con- 

7. 


. The 
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II. The Faithfuleſs required in thoſe 
that bear this Character. | a 


Tuts Faithfulneſs might be diſtinctly ſet 
forth in various Particulars, which may be 
comprehended under three Heads. 

Tusk Stewards are to be faithful, with 
Regard, — to the Principles by which the 
are actuated, — to the Manner in whic 
their Work is performed, — and to the End 
they aim at in all their Service. 

Lu me therefore preſs you, my Brother, 
to look well, * | 


1. To the Principles by which you are 
actuated, | 


Sex that you act in every Part of your 
Work, from a Reverence of the great GOD, 
from a ſettled Apprehenſion of his Majeſty, 
Supremacy, and Glory, and from a d 
Conviction that He has an abſolute Right 
to be the fole Object of our Worſhip, of 
the Fear, Love, and Obedience, of the 
Dependance, Delight, and Submiſſion, of 
every Man upon the Face of the Earth, 

Axp that you may be faithful in in- 
ſtructing others, endeavour to be firmly 
and conſtantly perſwaded in yourſelf, that 
there is no Poſſibility of any Sinner's at- 
N | M taining 
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| taining to a comfortable or ſaving Knowledge 
_ - ef 6D in any other Way, but in and 
through 2 believing Acquaintance with the 
Lokp Jxsus CHRIST, who is come à Light 
into the World (q) ; that He only is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life ; and that no Man 
can come unto the Father with Safety, Peace, 
or- Joy, but by Him. (r) 
LeT. it be deeply ſettled likewiſe as a 
Principle in your own Soul, that a Man can 
never be juſtiſied by the Deeds of the Law, (s) 
but only by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, im- 
uted to him, and received by Faith alone : 
As alſo, that a Man can never worſhip 
GOD in Spirit and in Truth, unleſs he 
be born of the Spirit; (ft) nor mortify tbe 
Deeds of the Body that he may live, unleſs 
he has the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in bim: 
(z) And that whatever his own Abilities 
may be, a Man can never obtain a Vial 
over his ſpiritual Enemies, unleſs he has 
CHRIST to be tbe Captain of his Salvation, 
and thus be made firong in the LORD, 
and jn the Power of His Aigle (ww) 
MoreoveR, let it be impreſſed upon 
your Mind, that you can never be farth- 
Jul, unleſs you have an inward, hearty, 
and real Hatred, a fixed and abiding Ab- 
horrence, of all Sin ; and this ariſing from 
a ſincere 


ohn xii. 46. (7) John xiv. 6. (s) Rom. iti. 20. 
John iv. 24. (a] Ram, viii, 13, (wv) Eph. vi. 10, 
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a ſincere Love to Gop, and a grateful Senſe 
of the inexpreſſible, inconceivable Kind- 
neſs of CHRIST, in redeeming and ſaving 
loſt Sinners. 
Non can you be faithful, unleſs: you 
have an holy Dread, leſt the Kingdom of 
Satan, and the Dominion of Sin, ſhould 
J any farther, or any longer prevail in your- 
f ſelf or others; with an earneſt Defire, that 
ſuch as are now hing in Wickedneſs, may 
be brought out of the Bondage of Sin and 
cruel Vaſſalage of the Devil, into a State of 
Grace and Holineſs, and into the happy 
ſpiritual Liberty, which the Goſpel pro- 
claims, and CnRIST＋T gives. 

Bx aſſured, Sir, that unleſs ſuch Senti- 
ments and Convictions, ſuch Deſires and 
Principles as theſe, be inlaid, yea deeply 
rooted, and continually ſtrengthened, in 
your own Soul, you can never be faithful 
in diſpenſing to others the My/teries of Gop 
with which you are intruſted as His Steu- 
ard. For without Doubt, that Divine 
Maxim of our LokRD may juſtly be ap- 
plied to Miniſters equally with others, 
which teaches us, that whether their Prin- 
ciples be good or bad, Out of the Abun- 

dance of the Heart the Mouth will ſpeak (x). = 
As Ax, if you would be faithful, you 
muſt look well, 


M 2 "10 0 
(x) Matt, xii. 34. 
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a. To the Manner in which your Work 
is performed, _ 


Lr the whole of it be diſcharged with 
„Labour, and Care. Bring no 


raw, unſtudicd, or #ndigeſtcd J. houghts into 


the Pulpit; no trifling Nations, or need- 


leſe Diſputes; nor any Thing. but what 
has a Girect Tendency to advance Gop's 


Glory, and to promote the Peoples Edifi- 


cation. 


Syr to it, that what you reach be not only 
Truth, but the Tanks it is in Jeſus. (Y) 
Beware of treating rhe Gaſpel, as if it were 
no more than 2 Republication of the Law 
of Nature, or of the \Covenant of. Works. 
Make it evident, that whatever others do, 
_ u dare not place the good Senſe, the 

ne Reafoning, or the religious Sentiments 
of any Human Writers, whether among 


Pagans or Cbriſtians, among Papiſis or 


Proteſtants, upon a Level with the infinite 
Wiſdom and ſupreme Authority of Jesvs. 
CunxIs r, the great and ſole DPropher of the 


- Catholic Church. In all Spiritual and Di- 


vine Things, let His Word be your Oracle. 

Va moreover, Be ftudiouſly careful, 
chat what you ſhall at any Time deliver in 
mo 8 ermons be not only an evangelical 


Truth, 
0% rb. . at. : 
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Truth, but the very 7. ruth that is taught 
in the Text you are upon, or or ſuch as may 
jaſtly be inferred from it, or has a ſtrict 
and pertinent Connection with it. And 
in publiſhing any Truth of the Goſpel, 
ſhew that it is not a Matter of bare Specu- 
lation, but what Men are bound to receive 
| with Reverence and Love, becauſe it is the 
17 Principle and Nouriſhment of ſpiritual 
Life, and will be the Savour of Death 
unto Death, if it be not the Savour of Life 
unto Life ; (z) and that it can never have 
any ſuitable Effect, unleſs it raiſes in us a 
thankful Admiration of the Grace of GOD | 
in Chriſt, and engages a fiducial Truſt and 
1 Confidence in Him; unleſs it fills us with | 
Self-abaſmg Thoughts, and puts us upon the = 
earneſt Study and Practice of real and uni- t 
verſal- Holineſs, in all religious Duties to- | 
wards- Gop, as alſo in Self- government, : 
and in thoſe Acts of Righteouſneſs and Be- | 
nevolence which are due from us to any of | 
our Fellow-Creatures. 

FuRTHER, ſtudy the Method as well as 
the Matter of your Diſcourſes ; and have a 
due Regard even to your Language. Let 
it be plain, yet grave and decent. Shun 
all Afectation of a pompous Style; and 
upon every Subject chuſe ſuch Terms as are 
ſuitable, juſt and proper, ſuch as are moſt 

| likely 


| 
: 
1 


(z) 2 Cor. ii. 16. 


| The ESHORTA TION. | 
likely to be inſtructive, ſtriking and pun- 
gent. Do not preſs Metaphors or Parables 1 
= © too far; and whenſoever they are introduced, 
3 follow Nature, but never force it. And 
above all, /peak as much as may be in the 
Lenguage of Scripture, and ſtudy to exprefs 
yourfelf, not in the Words - which Man's 
Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy c 
Ghoft teac bet b. (a) Be always careful, that ; 
yaur Expreſſions may be clear, very perſpi- 
cuous and caſy to be underſtood. Be vigt- 
lant to uſe all pertinent, juſt, and neceſ- 
fary Diſtinctions, that you may ſhew an 
Uncorruptneſs in Doctrine, and may approve 
yourſelf to be a Workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of © 
Truth. ( On the whole, make it man:: 
feſt, that while in your Preaching you en- 
deavour to ſpeak to the Profit and Improve- 
ment of thoſe who have the higheſt Attain- 
ments in Knowledge and Grace, you are 
willing to condeſcend to thoſe who are of 
the /oweſ? and meaneſt Capacities in the Kg 
Aſſembly. N l . 
Wu there is a neceſſary Occaſion for 
your touching upon any Matter of Contro- 
verſy, uſe the greateſt Plainneſs, Frankneſs, 
and Openneſs, in diſcovering your own Sen- 
 timents, without any artful Ambiguity or 
cunning Craftineſs, to diflemble or conceal 


your Judgment. ; 
BB 
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Bx bold and couragious in your Maſter's 

Work; and never daub with untemper'd 

Mortar (c). Be valiant for the Truth (d), 

and never flinch from it ; but being meek 

and patient, towards all Men (e), ſet your 

Face as a Flint (f) againſt all Oppoſition, 

without being diſinay d at the Looks of any 

that withſtand the Goſpel, Remember, 
that Miniſters above all others are bound 

1 to confeſs CHRIST, and not to be aſhamed 

of Him and His Words before Men (g): 

Be not diſcouraged then from publiſhing 

any of the Myſteries of Divine Revelation, 
however the Deiſts, Infidels, or Free-thinkers | 
of the Age, may brand the deep Things of | 
GOD, as Points 2 ahb/iruſe to be brought | 
into a Pulpit, or to be made the Subject of | 
a Miniſter's publick Diſcourſes. | 
BE careful too, and ever ready to in- | 
culcate in your private Converſation, the 
heavenly and ſpiritual Things you deliver 
in your Sermons. Thus make it your 
Practice to preach from Houſe to Houſe (b): 
. And let it appear in all your Behaviour, 
N that the Truths you publiſh are not only 
ſuited, but have a powerful Influence, to 
purify the Heart, to regulate the Temper, 
and to promote all boly Converſation and 


Godlineſs. 
(<c) Ezek. xiii. 10. (4) Jer. ix. 3. (e) 1 Theſl. v. 14. 


(f) Uai. 1. 7. g Matt. x. 32. and Mark viii, 38. 
(b) Ads xx, 20, adder 
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Godlineſs. And oh happy ſure it will be 
for All thoſe Embaſſadors of CHRIST, who, 
like Moſes the Servant of the Lok, carry 
their Credentials in their Face, or in their 

outward Appearance ; tho' not in the 
Shining of their bodily Countenance, yet in 
the bright Luſtre of their regular and 
heavenly Walk, of their humble and beau- 
tiful Behaviour before all the People. 
In every Part of your Work therefore, 
be clothed with Humility (1). After your 
higheſt Attainments openly and heartily 
acknowledge with the Apoſtle, By the 
Grace of GOD TI am what I am; and 
after your moſt abundant Labours, and any 
Inſtances of Szcceſs therein, with which 
the Loxp ſhall at any Time be pleaſed 
to favour you, aſſume nothing to yourſelf, 
but aſcribe all to the Grace of GOD which 
is with you. And under a deep Senſe of 
your own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency even 
fo much as to think a good Thought (, be 
much in Prayer to the Loxrp, that great 
Grace may be upon you (1); that being 
conſtantly aſſiſted in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, you may have the Mind of Chriſt m), 
and then be help'd to ſpeak with that Re- 
verence and Solemnity, with that Earneſt- 
neſs, and yet with that tender Compaſſion, 
| Sympathy, 

1) 1Pet.v. 5. | r. iii. 5. 

05 ( Ade W. 33. (m) ns, 4s N 
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Sympathy; and Sweetneſs of Affection, as 


may be moſt likely to engage the Attention, 
and thro' the Bleſſing of the LORD to 
melt the very Hearts of the Hearers. 
_ HavinG ſaid thus much as to he Man- 
ner in which your Work is to be perform- 
ed, I ſhall now draw to a Concluſion by 
preſſing you to look well, , 


3. To the End you aim at in all your 
Miniſtry. 


As you are to ſerve GO D with your 
Spirit in the Goſpel of His Son (n), ſo in 
all your Work you are to have @ /ing/e Eye 
to His Glory. 
Alx therefore that your Preaching may 
be ever well adapted to ſhew, that as each 
of the Divine Attributes is diſplay'd, vin- 
dicated, and exalted, ſo the Name of cach 
of the Divine Perſons, FATHER, Sox, and 
SPIRIT, is moſt highly extolled and mag- 
_ nified, in that myſterious and ſurprizing 
Way of Salvation which the Scriptures 
reveal, 153 

Bz careful, and cry earneſtly unto Gop 
or Help, that there may be juſt Reaſon for 
its being ſaid of you, as it was of Gaius, 
that he did faithfully whatſoever he did to 
the Brethren, and to Strangers: (0) Thus 5 

N a 


(») Rom, i. 9. ( . ) 3, John, ver. 5. | 


97 


— — S ¹ 10 


The EXHORTATION. 


all your Works be done faithfully to the 
Glory of Gov. 


Warcu againſt all Ainiſter and worldh 
Views. Do nothing for filthy Lucre, or to 
gain the Applauſe of Men. In this Reſpect 
be dead to —— But keep an upright 
and ſteady Aim at dozng Good to Souls; that 
the Jeruſalem of Gop may be built up, and 
His Zion flouriſh; that this Church of 
CHRIST, which not long fince, (eſpecially 
under the Paſtoral Care of the late Re- 
verend and excellent Mr. Bragge,) was 
one of the moſt flouriſhing and renown'd 

Churches in this City, or perhaps through- 
out the Nation, may not be forgotten or 
forſaken ; but that therr Days may be re- 
newed as of old(p), when there were not 
only frequent and numerous Admiſſions, but 
a holy, circumſpet, and exemplary Walk 
was to be viſibly ſeen in its Members, with 
a fervent and becoming Zeal for the Purit 
both of the Do&#rine, Worſhip, and Or 2 
of the Goſpel. 

Trar you, Brother, may ſee the Re- 
turn of ſuch deſirable Days, let a Revival of 
the Work of Gop every where, but among 
this People in particular, be your great 
Concern. And with this View be careful, 
to preach, not yourſelf, but CHRIST 
JESUS the Lord (q); and determine to 

know 
Lam. v. 21. (9) 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
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know nothing among the People, ſave 
JESUS CHRIST, and Him crucified (7). 

Be fervent alſo in your daily Cries to 
the LoRn, and beſeech the Brethren to 
pray for you (s), that you may be directed 
in the Choice of your Subjects, and aſſiſted 
in the proper Way of handling them ; that 
thro' the Divine Bleſſing upon your Mi- 
niſtry, Sinners may be converted, the num- 
ber of Believers be greatly increaſed, and 
the Saints truly edified ; and that thus, in 
the Hand of the SpirIT of Gop, you 
may be an Inſtrument of inſtructing the 
Ignorant, awakening the Secure, abaſing 
the Proud, and reforming the Obſtinate 
and Impenitent; yea the happy Inſtru- 
ment of wining many Souls to CHRIST, and 
of building up the Saints in 8 FO, Holineſs 
and Comfort. 

LeT the Defign of your Commiſſion be 
ever kept in View. And what is 7h/s but 
that you ſhould be conſtantly proſecuting 
the ſame grand Defign upon which our 
Lord himſelf came into the World ; which 
was, that by the Virtue of His Death, and 
the Power of His Grace, Sin might be 
taken away (t), the Head of the Serpent be 
bruiſed (u), and the Works of the Devil de- 
ftroyed (w); that the Image of CHRIST 

N 2 might 


(r) 1 Cor. ii. 2, ) 1 Theſſ. v. 25. (2) 1 John iii. 5. 
00 Gen. ili, 15, (ze) 1 John iii. 8. 
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might be armed in the Hearts of Men, and 
the Sheep and Lambs of His Flock be fed 


with the heavenly and ſpiritual Manna, 


and thus be nourrſhed in their Souls, till 


they ſhall grow up into a Meetneſs to be 
Partakers f the Inheritance of the Saints in 


Laght (x) 


_ FinALLy, my dear Brother, Be very ſol- 
licitous, that in a Subſerviency to the Glory 
of Gop your Miniſtry may be truly a Bleſſ- 
ing to this Church; and that all your Faith- 


ul Labours in the Goſpel may be very ſuc- 
ceſsful; that you may have many to be 


your Joy, and Crown of Rejoycing, in the 
Preſence of the LO RD at his coming. (y) 
And to this and every other neceſſary End 
and ſaving Purpoſe, may the Grace of our 


LORD FESUS CHRIST be with your 


Spirit. AMEN. 


(x) Col. i. 12. 00 1 Theſſ. ii. 19. 
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